
Officer’s Reports for 2020 

 

Commodore's Report 2020. 

 

It has been a tough year for all of us for obvious reasons, 
but lets start by looking back at the positives. First of all I 
would like to thank my predecessor, Phil Cotton for 
guiding MOCRA through the last 4 years as Commodore 
and for his contribution over 14 years as a member of the 
Executive Committee. Despite my best efforts to escape 

this role by missing the AGM, through a delayed train, I arrived just as the 
meeting finished to learn that you had still elected me as Commodore. It was 
good to see the 50-year anniversary lunch at the Royal Thames Yacht Club so 
well attended and it was delightful to see our President and Founder of MOCRA, 
Mike Butterfield in such fine form. I thought the seminar style after lunch 
meeting led by Nigel Irens and Darren Newton was excellent and we extend our 
thanks especially to them, but also to all the participants who joined in such a 
lively discussion. 

The Caribbean 600 was an exciting race with 8 fast multihulls taking part with 
the MOD 70's match racing all the way round. Just when those of us in the UK 
were starting to prepare their boats for the season Covid 19 hit us and the shut 
down left us looking out on weeks of lovely sailing weather, during which we 
could not venture out. Some RORC organised racing out of Cowes returned, 
which Simon Baker will tell us about and The Royal Western Yacht Club's Lonely 
Rock Race was run, but only two multihulls entered. Apart from that there was 
no racing and cruising was very restricted too. While some countries did open up 
many remained closed or closed again as the second wave of Covid 19  appeared 
in Europe. Personally, we did manage a couple of lovely trips to the Scillies on 
Suenos and a little local cruising from Falmouth.  We were very grateful for that. 
At the moment it remains very uncertain what next year will bring, but we live in 
hope that things will open up much more by the spring.  

With so little activity there is not much for the Executive committee to report. 
Our meetings have been virtual, some of which I would have proposed we should 
do anyway, even without Covid 19. We also lost, from the Executive Committee, 
our new membership secretary, William Lee, whose medical commitments 
understandably had to take priority. Our need for new Officers grows even 
stronger, but above all that of a replacement for Matthew West, our Honorary 
Secretary, who has been the mainstay of MOCRA for many years, fulfilling a 
number of roles as detailed in last years AGM statement in last years review.  

To some extent MOCRA is a victim of its own success. Back in the 1980's when I 
first joined, multihulls were few in number and regarded as often unsafe and 
unseaworthy, on occasion with some justification. Mainstream races such as the 
Fastnet and other RORC races were off limits to multihulls. It was only the more 



innovative clubs such as the Royal Western Yacht Club, which ran short-handed 
races such as the OSTAR, Round Britain and Ireland, TWOSTAR and others that 
welcomed multihulls. Now, in some part, through MOCRA's efforts multihulls 
have been welcomed into the mainstream and regularly take part in races 
alongside monohulls. On the cruising side there has been a huge expansion in 
multihulls especially in France. For example when we did the ARC in 1998, there 
were only 3 multihulls taking part, whereas last year there were over 40. At the 
moment MOCRA's biggest role seems to be running and issuing MOCRA ratings 
for racing, which in a normal year also provides a significant portion of our 
income. This is an important role, but I think we should not overlook the 
contribution MOCRA can continue to make toward promoting multihull racing 
and cruising for the benefit of us all. However to continue to do this we need 
your support and as Phil Cotton said in his final Commodore's report especially 
younger blood on our committees. We look forward to more of you stepping 
forward to take up these roles. 

Rupert Kidd 
Commodore 

Financial Report for 12 months ending 31 December 2019. 

Membership subscriptions remain at a healthy 
level, although continuing their steady, but slow 
year-on-year decline. Racing ratings remain strong, 
and following a particularly good year are now over 
a third of our total income. 

Within expenditure, our main costs remain the 
publication of Newsletter/Yearbook and Calendar. 
There have been some ‘one-off’ items of 
expenditure that relate to MOCRA’s Gold Jubilee 
(see note 3 to the accounts). 

As a result of the additional expenditure associated 
with our Gold Jubilee, we had a notably deficit of 
£2,712. Hopefully it will be another 50 years before 

that happen again. 

Our Balance Sheet however remains healthy with Accumulated Funds of £8,011, 
which is in excess of a typical years’ expenditure. 

Tim Wilson 
Treasurer 
20 October 2020 

Racing Secretary’s Report 2020 

2020 What a year, not quite what we all 
expected as the season was about to start. 

The lucky ones were those who got the 
RORC Caribbean 600 under their belt, just 
before the world stopped. On 22nd February 



8 multihulls were on the start line. Congratulations to Allegra, the 78’ Nigel Irens 
cruising catamaran, for taking the win. 

Then there was a long pause before any proper racing  took place, in Plymouth 
we were lucky enough to be offered “Phase 1 Return to Racing” the idea dreamed 
up by Keith Davis took it on his own to offer what turned out to be a very 
enjoyable Sunday morning trip around some buoys where you could cross the 
line at your own chosen time, record your elapsed time around the course and if 
you were lucky enough to have deemed to have sailed well, there was a bottle of 
Plymouth Gin handed over to you the following week. By week 3 there were 40 
plus boats moving around the course, with a What’s App group sharing photos, it 
was genuinely some of the most enjoyable Sunday morning racing / sailing that I 
have taken part in. The bonus was that even non-racers were happy to parade 
around the course as there were no contested starts. Thank you Keith, his 
Sponsors and Supporters. 

The first and only big proper race in the UK calendar turned out to be a new 
version of a classic race. RORC managed to organize “Race the Wight” on the 1st 
August, with a maximum of 6 on-board in line with the Covid times, some of the 
larger mono hulls were looking a little under staffed. 11 multihulls took part 
within a fleet of 150  on what was an excellent days racing in 15-20 Kts for the 
whole day, which was quite a change from the usual snakes and ladders of the 
Round the Island race days. Close results saw the Mod 70 Powerplay take line 
honours and corrected time win, closely followed by James Holder in Slinky 
Malinki, Al Wood in his Dragonfly was 3rd. 

October brought the Middle Sea race and six entries made it to the start line, with 
Maserati taking line honours.  

MOCRA Nationals, were due to take place during Burnham week in August 2020, 
unfortunately they fell by the way side as well. So fingers crossed for 2021. 

To finish off the South West sailing season “The Last Hurrah”, an informal race 
manged by the sailors. A 20 kts Easterly breeze sent the 7 multis flying out to 
Hands Deep a gybe straight to Fowey. Massive smiles all round as the fleet 
moored up on one of the river pontoons, even though the shifting winds in the 
river played the usual twists and turns to get across the finish line. 

Working with the RWYC the SW fleet are hoping that they will be offering a 
Triangle style race with stopovers in Southern Ireland / Scilly Isles, in 2021. 

Sadly there will be no MOCRA prize giving supper this year, let’s hope 2021 
allows us to contend properly once again. 

 

The MOCRA Facebook page is the best place to hear the latest and share your 
thoughts. 

All the best over the winter months and see you back out on the race track in 
2021. 

Simon Baker 
MOCRA Racing Secretary 
GBR788M Hissy Fit  



MOCRA Rating Secretary’s Report 

The MOCRA Racing Committee did not make any 
amendments to the Rating Rule for 2020.   

51 MOCRA Rating Certificates were issued for 2020, 
compared with 102 in 2019. The certificates were 
emailed to the boat owners and have been published 
on the website. 

One trimaran was weighed during the year using the 
MOCRA Loadcell. 

Simon Forbes, 
MOCRA Rating Secretary 

Scottish Region Report 2020 

The Covid situation meant that virtually all racing 
has been cancelled in 2020 and especially the 
Scottish Islands Peaks Race which was going to be 
contested by Ross Hobson returning after many 
years absence. 

Cruising – which for Scotland mainly consists of 
visiting remote and isolated  communities – was 
severely curtailed as many marinas were closed 
and prevalence of the infection was low or absent 

in many areas, especially islands.  

We look forward to being able to offer a Scottish welcome to MOCRA members 
next year and are meantime grateful to the committee for all the work they do to 
promote the sport. If anyone wants information on passage options from the 
deep south or good places to visit while here, please get in touch with me 
personally. 

Gordon Baird 
Scottish Region Representative 

East Coast Region Report 2020 

It has been very quiet this year on the East 
Coast with no racing and most boats not 
even going in the water. Nick Wood 
(Origami) had some great cruises up the 
Essex and Suffolk coast. A few of us were 
planning on coming to the South Coast and 
doing RTI but as you know this was 
cancelled.  

Due to Covid-19 there has been a huge 
delay on the new Royal Burnham Yacht 
Club pontoon having lost part of the old 
one during a winter storm in 2019 which 



made accessing boats difficult this season. This is expected to be completed in 
the next few months once all ridiculous red tape has been cut through so all 
being well we will all be back on the water for a great 2021 season. 

In 2021, we are planning to run our usual Whitsun bank holiday event (29th – 
31st May) and the “Burnham Week” regatta (28th – 30th August) over the Bank 
Holiday in August and all are more than welcome. 

As you know, following the cancelation of 2020, Burnham is still hoping that over 
the coming few years on the other side of Covid-19 we can re-schedule the 
MOCRA nationals at some point as we are sure we can make this a great event for 
all. 

Simon Barnes 
East Coast Region Representative 


