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Selling your boat? 
Just a reminder.......

If you as a MOCRA member 
sell your boat to someone in the 
UK you can give the new owner 
a FREE year's membership of 
MOCRA.

If you would like to email me at 
Bruce1sutherland@gmail.com 
then I will send you the 
application form.

The membership will be for the 
remainder of the calendar year 
and a MOCRA Rating 
certificate is not included.   

Editor’s Note
This is your Annual Review. We can only publish the articles you write. So please 
think during the coming season if there is anything you could write up to share with 
other members.

Fair Winds, Matthew West
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Featuring Sarah Ayton
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For 2017 Mocra membership
remains at £25.
The cost of a rating certifiicate
remains at £26.
Anyone requesting a Rating will need
to become a Mocra member.
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arah Ayton is confirmed as the speaker and she will also present the 
prizes. Sarah is one of Britain’s most successful female athletes. She Sis a double Olympic sailing Gold medallist, double World Champion 

and European Champion, known as one of the “Three blondes in a boat” 
from the 2008 Olympics. More recently she has been sailing in the Extreme 
Sailing Series and is a motivational speaker, coach and mother.

The cost is £30/person. 
Please book your place(s) with Philip Cotton: pandmcotton@btinternet.com

There will be a fixed menu.
Please let Phil know if you have any special dietary requirements.

Bring cash on the night.

Friday 24th February 19:00 for 19:30
Royal Southampton Yacht Club

for MOCRA members and their guests

MOCRA Annual Dinner
and Prize-giving
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irstly, I feel I should briefly 
introduce myself as your new 
commodore. Before doing so F
however, a big THANK YOU to 

Simon Forbes for taking on this role 
several years ago and for successfully 
steering our organisation through a 
period of considerable change and 
challenge. It has also been a period in 
which Multihulls have (almost) become 
accepted in even the most conservative 
of yachting institutions. Like many I am in 
awe of the AC45's, Offshore Multihulls 
and MOD 70s, Extreme 40's, Gunboats, 
M32s, GC32's and many other high 
performance Multihulls. Again, thank you 
Simon for managing to create and 
administer a MOCRA rating system that 
somehow provides a fair(ish) basis upon 
which we "weekend sailors" in our 
cruiser-racers compete against the 
professionals in their flying machines.

My own sailing background started off in 
monohulls, when I was around five or six, 
crewing for my father on various dinghies 
at Ogston Sailing Club in Derbyshire. I 
discovered Multihulls around the time I 
discovered marriage. In the late 1980's 
Miranda and I started sailing together and 
bought a Dart 18. Great, fun years, before 
I got too heavy and we progressed to 
F18's (for another 10 years), then once 
again time to move on to something that 
carries a little more weight... the Seacart 
30. Buzz is a wonderful boat for us - often 
terrifying, sometimes forgiving but always 
tremendously exciting and rewarding. 
We're now also sailing a Diam 24 for 
some one-design racing which is equally 
exciting and has even fewer creature 
comforts.

Commodore’s Letter
2016 feels like a year in 
which so many established 
norms have shifted with a 
sense of 'things might never 
be quite the same again'. 
Reflecting on MOCRA and 
the AGM, I sense that 
MOCRA too has shifted and 
ultimately for the better. 
Without reopening the 
ratings debate, I felt that the 
dialogue before and during 
the AGM was overall 
constructive and positive. 
Unfortunately, Di Broadbent 
and Paul Butler did not feel 
able to accept the decision 
made by the Racing 
Committee to change the 
Crew Weight Allowance. Paul 
resigned from both the 
Racing Committee and the 
Executive Committee, and Di 
from the Executive 
Committee as Newsletter 
and Website Editor as a 
result. Both will be missed. Di 
had been on the Executive 
Committee for fifteen years, 
and the AGM passed a 
unanimous vote of thanks for 
her service. It is always sad when valued 
colleagues feel unable to continue. 

The Executive committee has listened to 
the members’ concerns around 
communication, and the Race committee 
has similarly taken steps to address 
concerns around governance and 
transparency. Equally I felt it was 
recognised at the AGM that committee 
members give up much time on an 
entirely voluntary basis and genuinely do 

try to do what is in the best interests of 
the association. On that note I should like 
to thank Matthew West in particular for 
his valiant efforts in setting up a proxy 
voting system, restoring the website, 
responding to much of the on-line 
dialogue throughout the year on behalf of 
the Executive, organising this Review and 
for his professionalism in chairing what 
was potentially a tricky AGM.

Turning to 2017 and beyond... as your 
Commodore I see my number one task 
as one of rebuilding and reconnecting. 
There's no question that in 2016 certain 
members within our Association felt 
bruised and disconnected but for a 
number of years I've also felt that we 
could do more to bring the cruising and 
racing elements together. Similarly, there 
are communities of Multihull racing and 
cruiser sailors around the country who, 
for whatever reason, choose not to part 
with £25 to engage with MOCRA. One of 
the positives to come out of the 2016 
discussions was for the Executive 
Committee to be told, and in turn to 
listen, to what the members want from 
their Association. I hope we can build on 
that.

May 2017 bring you health, happiness 
and fair winds 

Phil Cotton                            
Commodore
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elcome to all the MOCRA 
racers out there. It’s great to W see the MOCRA rating rule 

being used across the globe, with racing 
taking place, Brazilian, Atlantic, 
Caribbean, Mediterranean, Adriatic and 
Irish waters as well as the UK. It’s been a 
busy year for some of us. Multihulls 
continue to grow in popularity for both 
cruising and racing, maybe one day we 
will outnumber the monohulls?

Mod 70’s Phaedo and Concise 10 have 
had a ding-dong of a year, evenly 
matched it’s been great to see them 
blazing a trail across the seas, leaving 
the rest of us sometimes days behind! 
Let’s hope these two recently joined by 
Maserati, continue to steal the thunder of 
the larger monohulls and bring more 
sailors over to lead free sailing. There 
seems to be good interest also in the 50’ 
and below class as owner drivers enjoy 
being on the same start line as the 
world’s fastest offshore boats.

This year also saw the acceptance of 
Dayboats into the MOCRA rule. Over the 
years there has been nowhere for these 
non-accommodation boats to get a rating, 
we can now offer this. However, 
certificates are to be endorsed as DAY-
BOATS, suitable for inshore races only. It 
is down to the individual boat to ensure 
they comply with the designated World 
Sailing Category that a race is run under, 
any dispensation necessary should be 
sought with the organising race officer.

The MOCRA Nationals were held as part 
of Poole Regatta. The fleet was split with 
the Diam 24 having their own start with 5 
boats, which brought the numbers down 
to 9 for the MOCRA nationals. It was 
however, good to have the Diams on the 
same race track. Also there were the 
Pulse 600 dayboats, who managed to 
race at the same time as the 
accommodation class. The berthing at 
Poole Quay Boat Haven, worked very 
well, with plenty of post-race discussions 
over a beer or two. We also took to one of 
the harbour cruise ships after racing and 
had a MOCRA gathering and fish & chip 
supper, taking in the sights of the harbour 
and out to Old Harry’s Rocks, which were 
pretty impressive closer up than most of 
us had ever been. Special mention must 
go to ‘Alini’ sailors, the Homewood family. 
I reckon if they had been there on the first 
day their light weight and young crew 
could have been right up there. They are 
the ones to watch out for next year. 
Congratulations to Matt Baker on 
Wombat, the new National Champion. 
Racing was very close with 4 boats 
winning races and being in contention for 
the top spot. Poole works well as a venue. 

MOCRA Race Secretaries 2016 Round Up
The organisation was excellent and race 
officer Dick Linford and his team did a 
superb job. I would say that we should 
return in a year or two.

2016 saw a few races that were new to 
MOCRA boats: a trip to southern Brittany, 
the Armen Race, La Trinité-sur-Mer. We 
were the first UK boats to enter these 
races; run under the Multi 2000 rule. Well 
worth heading back to next year.

Then came the Volvo Round Ireland 
Race, MOCRA boats were offered a start 
for the first time and had a good showing 
with 8 entries. The race is jointly run by 
Wicklow SC, Royal Irish YC & RORC. All 
were wonderful hosts and some good 
racing was laid on. 

In the Solent there were the usual events, 
Round the Island, turn out remained 
constant at 43, Bembridge Regatta 
showed a slight reduction in entries. 
Matthew West and Nigel Talbot are 
looking at finding new opportunities, so if 
you have any ideas please get in touch.

This year was unusual in that one of the 
changes made to the rating rule - to 
revise the Crew Weight Allowance - 
proved controversial, with a small number 
of members objecting to the change. This 
was eventually brought forward as a 
motion at the AGM to revoke the change 
and impose conditions on future changes. 
This motion was defeated and the 
decision of the Race Committee to 
change the Crew Weight Allowance 
upheld.

As a result of the objections, the Race 
Committee is introducing a more formal 
process for making changes to the Rating 
Rule in future.

There were 76 Rating certificates issued 
in 2016 compared to 75 in 2015.

New boats in build

Andrew Fennel is currently having a 40’ 
Trimaran built overseas. He is hoping to 
get sailing in 2017, This should be one to 
watch out for and give The Edge 
someone to race against.

A new Dazcat 1295 is due for launch in 
2017 and will be based in the Solent.

2017, will bring us an exciting year, with 
the 35th America’s Cup to be held in 
Bermuda during May and June. Wouldn’t 
it be great if Sir Ben and his BAR Team 
manage to bring the cup home? 

The Caribbean 600 continues to attract a 
growing fleet, and our President Mike 
Butterfield is going to be taking part again 
this time on his 48’ Dazcat Dazzla. Good 
luck Mike. Six entries as I write this in 
December, so hopefully a few more will 
appear.

The Nationals championships will be on 
the 1st-3rd June and offers a new format. 
It is due to be held at Bembridge SC, 
combining the Round the Island result 
with 2 days round the cans racing. If the 
Round the Island Race is cancelled for 
the boats less than 9.15m, then the 
championships will not include this race. 
Mike Samuelson, the volunteers and staff 
at Bembrideg SC will, I am sure, take 
good care of us. So get your entries in 
early to help make the organisation run 
smoothly. 

RORC will be running the Fastnet again 
in August; I anticipate that there will be 
the usual high demand for the restricted 
number of entries, so make sure you 
apply early in January when the entry list 
opens. 

Looking further forward into 2018 the 
Royal Western YC two handed round 
Britain & Ireland race will be coming up 
pretty quickly. My advice is use 2017 as a 
warm up, pimp your ride over the winter 
of 17/18 and be raring to go in June. 
Already it sounds like we have 6 MOCRA 
boats getting ready. This is a truly 
excellent adventure, which delivers great 
camaraderie among the competitors; I 
hope to see some of you at the start.

Dates and info on next year’s events can 
be found on the MOCRA Facebook page 
and MOCRA Calendar at 
http://www.mocra-sailing.org.uk/

It is only a few months to go before most 
of us go back into the water and set off 
on another years racing, if you are 
thinking about joining and have any 
questions I will do my best to help out.

Simon Baker
Racing Secretary
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his year’s cruise-in-company 
programme was again published T at the MOCRA AGM in January 

and subsequently on the MOCRA 
website.  The planned events for 2016 
were to include cruising in the Solent and 
along the South Coast and also 
incorporate a cruise in combination with 
the MOCRA nationals in Poole.

As with recent years, the actual level of 
take-up for the rallies proposed was poor 
and in the end only two rallies were held. 
The Poole rally, held in combination with 
the MOCRA nationals in May was 
attended by 1 cruising multihull (although 
the racing fleet were also there and so 
the social activities continued) and the 
now traditional final rally of the year, in 
October to Bucklers Hard was also held. 
This rally has often had more than 10 
multihulls in attendance and on this 
occasion 7 were expected but on the day 
the prospect of a F7 Easterly forecast for 
the Sunday deterred several boats from 
making the trip. In the end 3 did attend 
and a good time was enjoyed by them.

The significantly reduced take-up of rally 
attendance that has been a feature of this 
report over the last few years continued 

Cruising Secretaries Report
through 2016 and I really feel it is time to 
take another look at what we are trying to 
achieve with these long planned events. 
The vagaries of weather and availability, 
not easily predicted when the rally dates 
are set months in advance, seems to be 
one reason for non-attendance and that 
certainly should be easy to fix. If instead 
we fix a schedule of dates rather than a 
date and venue, then it will allow more 
opportunity to eliminate the weather as a 
variable. Similarly, if we then use more of 
the smart internet tools to plan and 
communicate then I feel we can better 
engage with those members who find it 
hard to predict and plan their lives 
months in advance.

I therefore propose to establish a Rallies 
group using Facebook or similar and to 
invite cruising members to contribute to 
this page with their own planned trips for 
ad-hoc rallies and to seek feedback and 
input from members who would like to 
attend the pre-defined rallies – allowing 
us to take account of weather forecasts 
and tidal limitations. I’m also hoping that 
this alternative layer of communication 
will permit those who don’t sail on the 
South Coast to engage with other 
multihull sailors in their area or, indeed, 

those passing through their area.  

Look out for these changes in the coming 
few months.

I wish you all fair winds and good sailing 
in 2017.

Mark Jarvis
Cruising Secretary

ave Broadbent handed over the 
boxes of magazines, the D membership database and the 

job of “poster out in chief” to me in 
January 2016. He had done a great job in 
organising the records and it has 
certainly made it a relatively simple 
process to take over. 

The membership numbers for 2016 were 
similar to 2015. Despite it being a non-
Fastnet Year the number of foreign 
members has increased. This mainly 
reflects an adoption of the MOCRA 
Rating rule for overseas races and must 
emphasise the respect that the Rule and 
Simon Forbes in his processing of the 
rule has.

The current membership stands as:

2016 - 2 life 172 fully paid up – 19 had 
paid less than they should

The levels are more or less constant

2015 – 2 life – 173 fully paid up – 19 
had paid less than they should

Following discussion with the Executive 
Committee a decision was made that if 
Members had not paid their full 
subscription their membership in 2017 
would be suspended. There are, I guess 

with regard to Data Protection and 
basically as long as the records are not 
shared and there are no personal 
comments recorded, then MOCRA is 
exempt from registration.
 
The Executive Committee also agreed 
that we would offer the purchasers of 
Multihulls sold through companies who 
advertise with MOCRA and therefore 
support MOCRA – e.g. Multihull World, 
Multihull Centre, Dragonfly UK and VMG 
and any Multiuhull’s sold privately by a 
MOCRA member a free membership for 
that year for MOCRA. This will be 
introduced in 2017.

Bruce Sutherland
Honorary Membership Secretary

like most 
voluntary 
clubs and 
societies, 
members who 
historically 
were very 
active but who 
now simply 
don’t sail a 
multihull and 
have forgotten 
they have a direct debit for £2 to MOCRA. 
They may have moved away from the 
contact address we have, which means 
that they do not even see the magazine 
and calendar. We also have a noticeable 
number of oversees members who join 
because they need a TCF for a race and 
who then leave and may well then rejoin 
when that race is on again.

I am aware of one member who has no 
computer and try to make sure that any 
important documents are sent by post but 
it costs so much less money and time to 
use email that I can only repeat the 
mantra “can you please keep us updated 
with a current email address”.

On the subject of records, I did a search 

MOCRA Membership Secretaries Report
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he financial health of MOCRA 
remains good with year-end cash T reserves in excess of £11,500, 

which provides cover in excess of one 
years’ expenditure.

Cash flows into and out of the accounts 
were in line with recent years, and 
although the figures can differ in absolute 
amounts year-to-year, the main revenue 
and expenditure items remain the same.

Revenues were dominated by 
membership subscriptions that represent 
around 60% of total income, followed by 
racing ratings and yearbook 
advertisements. As with previous years 
the income from racing ratings that does 
fluctuate depending upon a particular 
year’s racing calendar, is net of racing 
related expenditure such as costs 
associated with racing events, and 
loadcell certification and servicing.

Treasurer's Report and Accounts

racing rating at £26 for the forthcoming 
financial year.

Tim Wilson
Hon Treasurer

Multihull Offshore Cruising and Racing Association

As usual, MOCRA expenditure was 
dominated by the publication and 
distribution costs of the yearbook and 
calendar. However, this is partly offset by 
advertising revenues.

An issue with the MOCRA accounts that 
has been raised in the past is that the 
financial year does not coincide with the 
calendar year. With the financial year 
ending 31 August – during the summer – 
revenues and expenditures that relate to 
the ‘sailing season’ can fall either side of 
the current year end.

At the AGM it was agreed to move the 
financial year end to 31 December. This 
comes into effect from 31 December 
2017. 

It is also proposed to keep the 
membership subscription at £25 and the 

Auditor’s Report
he Income and Expenditure 
Account for the 12 months ended T 31 August 2016, and the Balance 

Sheet as at 31 August 2016, reasonably 
reflect the position of the Multihull 
Cruising and Racing Association, as 
presented by those records made 

which should be expected of a 
sophisticated business.

Barry JY Lomas
FCA - Auditor
18 November 2016

available to me, and in conjunction with 
the explanations and assurances made 
by various officers of MOCRA. The scope 
of my audit must be limited by the very 
nature of MOCRA, which in common with 
many similar organisations, cannot 
operate the detailed financial controls 

Tim Wilson
Hon Treasurer

8



Cornish Catamarans, Carbon, Composites and Complete Multihull Services

 
 

Quietly nestling in South East Cornwall’s ‘forgotten corner’ is  The Multihull Centre Boatyard, home to  Dazcat Catamarans  and Multimarine.
Together we make up the perfect partnership group, e ach offering services and facilities that compliment the others. The diverse amenities we offer, 
along with the unique and beautiful location, bring together a rare combination of build and sailing experts as well as self -build hobbyists, seasoned 
circumnavigators and liveaboards of all types. For those looking for a more comfortable place to stay while they go about their business, there is 
even an onsite B&B located in a beautifully renovated mill. Combined, these services and people create a truly unequalled community.

 
 

The Multihull Centre Boatyard became home to Dazcat Catamarans and Multimarine in 2012 when they moved from their previous site just along 
the beach. The yard with its brokerage, storage and wide range of other services is the perfect base for multihull enthusiasts of all kinds and the three 
separate but partnered companies have grown, thanks to each other’s strengths and co -operative structure.

 
 

Nominated European Yacht of the Year in 2015 & 2016 for the D1495 model, Dazcat Catamarans has gone from strength to strength since  it was 
established in 1987.  Each Dazcat is hand crafted by skilled engineers and builders who understand the exacting requirements needed to produce our  

unique lightweight catamarans. Our specialized portfolio includes vessels for private individuals and marine businesses, Disabled Charities and 
Harbour Authorities. 

 
Multimarine is a leading composite engineering design-and-build service that has built  the Dazcat catamarans since 1999.  Multimarine has also 
been involved in a vast range of other project ty pes, including the very different but equally as innovative builds on VSV ‘Mary Slim’ (Motor Boat 
of the Year award 2008) and Impossible Dream, designed for crossing the Atlantic singlehandedly in a wheelchair. Current builds include the all new 
Dazcat D1295, due for launch in time for the 2017 race season.  Also launching in 2017 is the tailored 48 -foot wheelchair accessible catamaran, 
designed for an exploratory circumnavigation and dive adventure.

 Our skilled engineers and builders apply their wealth of  knowledge  and  experience  to  every  build,  from  setting  the  moulds  t o  individually 
handcrafted finishing and interiors. Many of our team are also sailors and understand 
the level of care that needs to go into a light and powerful boat from the very start.

 
Complete services at Multimarine include: tooling, custom boat-building, production 
boat-building, carbon component construction, architectural work, developing intricate 
shapes and automotive and submersible projects.

 
 

We all put the greatest emphasis on our relationships with you, our customers, and 
understanding what it is you need. We aren’t afraid to challenge convention so we can 
bring you an unrivalled multihull experience and the boat you are looking for. 

Whatever your project, whatever your budget, whatever your interest, we are here to help.

  

www.multimarine.co.uk or www.multihullcentre.co.uk

he AGM this year was unusual in 
several ways.T

Firstly, the Executive Committee 
announced an AGM to coincide with the 
Southampton Boat Show, but it became 
clear that the notice we had given was 
not sufficient, despite being what the 
MOCRA Constitution specified. So the 
Executive Committee postponed the 
AGM to the end of November, and 
proposed some amendments to the 
constitution to reflect the notice members 
actually expected for the AGM, and a 
change to the accounting year, so the 
timing of the accounts make more sense. 
Greater flexibility was also given in the 
timing of the AGM.

Secondly, the Executive Committee were 
asked to make provision for proxy votes 
for members who were not able to attend 
the AGM in person. The constitution 
allows proxy votes, but has no detail of 
how it should be done, and it had not 
been done for any previous AGM, so 
there was no precedent. In the end, we 
sent out an email to all members with an 
email address, to which they could reply 
to register their vote using the Chair as a 
proxy, or print and nominate a person of 
their choice as proxy. Those without email 
addresses registered were sent a paper 
form. Sixteen members voted by proxy, 

AGM Report

members motion made this the longest 
AGM I can recall at two and a half hours, 
where it is usually less than an hour.

Fair winds for the new season.

Matthew West                                     
Hon. Sec. 

Annual General Meeting 2016
12:00 Saturday 26th November 2016, at 

the Lamb at Hindon

For the minutes of this meeting,
please go to:

nearly doubling participation in the AGM. 
We plan to make supporting proxy voting 
a routine part of managing the AGM in 
future.

Thirdly, we had a motion submitted by a 
member. It is an important right for 
members in the constitution that they can 
submit a motion for discussion and vote 
when there is an issue that concerns 
them. The motion needs to be submitted 
at least twenty-one days before the 
meeting, so voting papers for proxy voting 
can be prepared and distributed.

Finally, constructive discussion around 
the changes to the constitution and the www.mocra-sailing.org.uk
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 had said I wasn't going to do it again 
after the last time. Two years ago I got Icaught in an unforecast gale and 

nearly capsized the Wombat off Swanage 
overfalls with just a storm jib up.

But here I was again making the 100 mile 
trip from Millbrook Cornwall to Poole on 
my own for the Nationals in my little 
Grainger 8m Tri. Thankfully this time it 
was largely uneventful apart from nearly 
getting run over by a barge whilst 
stripping down the outboard carb in the 
dark whilst becalmed off Swanage. I think 
Swanage may have it in for me!

The Nationals was held as part of Poole 
week and attracted 9 boats racing under 
MOCRA and also 4 Diam 24's who at the 
last minute decided to race in their own 
class as a one design. Bit of a shame that 
really as I would have liked to have seen 
how we went against them on handicap. 
Still I think Phil Cotton had a really good 
tussle with the two French boats that 
came over and Mike Golding with the 
other. The other  exiting new boats to turn 
up were the two Corsair Pulse 600's. 
Multihull World had leant one to Daryl 
(lately of Banks sails) and Ryan from 
Multihull world was sailing the other. 
These  day-boats didn't meet the 
MOCRA handicap rules on 
accommodation previously but a change 
in the rules has allowed them to  race this 
year for the first time. Which is great as it 
seems like a real growth area  and one 
that is likely to feed into people buying 
bigger boats.

Nationals - Diary of a Wombat

MOCRA Class 
Sailed: 8, Discards: 1, To count: 7, Rating system: IRC, Entries: 9, Scoring system: Poole Regatta 2016 

Rank Class Boat Type
Boat 
Name 

Sail 
No 

Owner Rating R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 R7 R8 Total Nett

1st MOCRA 
Grainger 
075 Tri 

Wombat 
NED 
17M 

Matt Baker 1.283 2.0 1.0 2.0 
(3.0
) 

1.0 2.0 1.0 2.0 14.0 11.0

2nd MOCRA Dazcat Hissy Fit 
GBR 
788M 

Simon 
Baker 

1.228 1.0 2.0 (4.0) 1.0 2.0 1.0 3.0 3.0 17.0 13.0

3rd MOCRA 
Corsair 
Dash 750

Nitric 46 Nigel Talbot 1.243 (3.0) 3.0 3.0 2.0 3.0 3.0 2.0 1.0 20.0 17.0

4th MOCRA Farrier Alini 
GBR 
742 

Stephen 
Homewood 

1.278 
(10.0 
DNC)

5.0 1.0 4.0 4.0 5.0 4.0 
10.0 
DNC

43.0 33.0

5th MOCRA 
Dragonfly 
28 Sport 

Tympanic 
GBR 
2873 

Lindsey 
Knight 

1.261 4.0 4.0 5.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 5.0 
(10.0 
DNC)

46.0 36.0

6th MOCRA 
Pulse 600 
(2) 

? 09 
Multihull 
World 

1.361 5.0 6.0
(10.0 
DNF)

5.0 5.0 4.0 
10.0 
DNC

10.0 
DNC

55.0 45.0

7th MOCRA Cruze 970 ? 10 
Multihull 
World 

1.226 6.0 8.0 7.0 7.0 7.0 7.0 
8.0 
DNF

(10.0 
DNC)

60.0 50.0

8th MOCRA 
Pulse 600 
(1) 

? 30 
Multihull 
World 

1.361 7.0 7.0 6.0 8.0
(10.0 
DNF) 

10.0 
DNC 

8.0 
DNF

10.0 
DNC

66.0 56.0

9th MOCRA 
Dragonfly 
920 

Swift 
GBR 
148 

Andy 
Crawford 

1.206 8.0 9.0 8.0 9.0 8.0 
(10.0 
DNC) 

10.0 
DNC

10.0 
DNC

72.0 62 

Day one was a bit off a slow start as we 
all waited for several hours for the wind to 
materialize and then eventually a shy sea 
breeze of  around 8kts filled in. Biffa in 
the mighty Hissy Fit took the first race 
with Wombat second, Nitric third and 
Tympanic fourth. The Pulses looked like 
they were struggling a little in the light as 
were the Diams...too many crew I reckon.

Race 2  was much the same with 
Wombat first and Hissy Fit second and 
Nitric third. Then for race 3 Steve 
Homewood and family on Alini turned on 
the afterburners and with the youngest 
crew by far in the fleet took the bullet with 
a healthy margin.

So a good first day with three different 
winners. That evening it was good to see 
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Andy Fennel and there was much chat about 
his 39' Shuttleworth tri that he's having built 
over in the Phillipines. It's hopefully going to 
be ready to scare the hell out of him for the 
Round Britain and Ireland race in 2018 .

The second day of racing it was blowing 
pretty hard off the land and it was very gusty 
and shifty. We opted to reef for the first race 
and pretty soon regretted it as we struggled 
in the lulls. After the first lap we shook the 
reef and got back up to speed, but too late to 
stop Biffa winning and Nitric coming second.

Race 5 saw Hissy Fit nearly turn Nitric into a 
Proa as a late duck by Biffa on port went a 
bit wrong...Biffa you’re a bad lad bullying the 
little boats.

Race 6 saw Ryan's Pulse 600 finally find the 
loud pedal. By sailing much hotter angles 
downwind they were absolutely flying and 
managed to win on the water. On handicap 
though it was only a fourth with Hissy Fit 
first, Wombat second, and Nitric third.

The final day saw plenty of breeze again with 
gusts to about 20kts. Wombat and Hissy Fit 
were tied on points so it was all to play for. 
Race 7 saw both Pulses retire with gear 
failure and Wombat was first round the tight 
course with Nitric second and Hissy Fit third.

The final race was a change from the 
windward /leewards to a race round the bay. 
A good start by Wombat had her charge off 
only to lose her lead shortly before the finish 
with some dodgy navigation and a rounding 
of the wrong mark. A quick recovery(well 
done Will) and we were only short distance 
in front of Hissy Fit whom we had to beat to 
win the series. We crossed the line and had 
no idea who had won as it was too close to 
call.

As we sailed back in we checked on the 
website for the results, Nitric had taken first 
and we had beaten Hissy Fit by 10 seconds.

So the final result was Wombat first, Hissy 
Fit second and Nitric third.

Poole regatta once again delivered some 
great sailing with excellent race officials and 
good on shore entertainment. Next year the 
nationals have a great new format. The first 
days racing as the round the island race, 
then 2 days of round the cans at Bembridge. 
It would be good if we can get the numbers 
up a bit, so start getting your sailing 
vouchers booked.
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Adult Teams

Youth Teams

Cont.
lthough nominally starting on 20 May at midday, preparation for the “race” 
starts many months before race day. The culture is less a race, more an 
adventure experience. There are no handicaps, instead awards for the A

best log and the most sporting endeavours can be more difficult to attain and 
more highly prized and respected than line honours. The logistics require a well 
found yacht, an experienced and capable crew and a willingness to endure 
considerable pain and discomfort while nourishing the illusion that you are 
actually enjoying yourself. The race consists of a minimum of 168 miles of sailing, 
God knows how many miles of running (but at least a minimum of 6 miles in 
Oban, 22 miles on Mull, 16 on Jura and 18 on Arran, a total of around 11,500 
feet of ascent) The SIPR is a unique blend of two disciplines whose value comes 
to so much more than the sum of the two parts. This was the first year that all 
boats carried yellow-brick trackers, which added a new dimension and made for 
an interesting spectacle for both competitors and spectators alike. The trackers 
covered only the sailing course. It was deemed inappropriate to create a rule that 
runners carried bricks.

Despite that 
wonderful glow of 
pleasure and 
genuine 
achievement, the 
physical pain and 
the memory of even 
worse pain does not 
recede for some 
time. It is therefore 
only after a decent 
interval, usually 
before the Scottish 
New Year, (a period 
of wild Scottish 
celebrations 
between mid-
December and 
February) approaches are made, 
often in a bucolic state, between 
interested parties of runners and 
sailors. The normal crew 
arrangement is for 3 sailors and 2 
runners; there is an alternative all-
rounder's class in which each team 
member must complete at least one 
of the mountains. We took the “easy” 
option of 3 sailors and 2 runners.

On this occasion, Iain Baird was our 
skipper, a previous regular winner, 
me acting as his deputy and Ben 
Shelley completed the sailing team. 
Multihulls attract runners, largely 
because of the additional comfort, 
sometimes for the speed although 
for runners, yacht speed is a 
handicap which prevents them having rest between runs and limits their recovery 

and record breaking 
opportunities. We were 
fortunate having had Es 
Tresidder, a previous holder 
of the Cuillin ridge record 
on Skye. Es had managed 
to attract Joe Symonds, a 
previous winner and record 
holder of many endurance 
events. All had previous 
SIPR experience, a real 
asset for the event, and 
only Joe was new to our 
team, with Es and Ben 
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passage. The race (although we didn't 
know it at the time), was really even. But 
light airs are not our conditions and we 
had a disappointing row/beat to Jura. After 
dawn we could see sails arriving at 
Craighouse, and the first 3 yachts arrived 
within 20 seconds.

Obedient's decision to go the inner course 
was a tough one. The fact is we were 
already losing ground. Even if  we had 
opted for the outer route given the 
unfavourably light head winds we would 
have lost ground. If we had 2 knots extra 
wind, let alone 5, we would have gained 
substantially. We had to row at times and 
the angles you can see on the yellow brick 
trackers don't suggest we were the victims 
of too much foul tide.

Jura is without doubt, even in good light 
and no cloud the most punishing 16 miles; 
what isn't bog is large boulders; what isn't 
bog or boulders is scree; the ascent is the 
most of the 3 runs, of around 6,500ft with 
perfect navigation. They were fresh(ish) 
with good food kept down, a good kip, but 
that was bad for us. We get virtually no 
rest as we have to moor, pick up the 
dinghy, clear up any mess and repairs and 
be ready to pick up again with 30 mins in 
hand. 2 hours sleep is possible, but the 
risk of oversleeping means it is never 
sound…as would be justified later on! Oh 
for slower runners! Joe and Es were back 
in an amazing 3h41. The light conditions 
meant they were going to get a good rest, 
but the sailors would see the runners hard 
won lead reduce, with several hours of 
punishing rowing over the glassy calm 

involve any particular prediction that might 
cause us problems. As ever, this would 
prove to be incorrect as the race unfolded. 
After a beautiful sunny run round Oban, 
Es and Joe came away first, winning the 
slipway trophy for first runners in the 
dinghy. Iain rowed out, and we had a well-
rehearsed pickup. Our oldtime rival 
Clockwork, a first 40 was ably assisted to 
block our exit by Umiak, a Bestewind 50. 
Eventually we sailed free with inches to 
spare and had an absolutely marvellous 
sail out of Oban Bay, past Duart Castle 
with all the other vessels disappearing into 
the distance and arrived in Salen at 2h43, 
15 minutes ahead of Umiak and 25 
minutes ahead of Clockwork. Triptych was 
7th in 3h17 and Jim in Angel's Share still 
in the mix at 3h39.

The holding in Salen is appalling and 
there is little opportunity for rest, because 
dinghies, yachts under sail, yachts under 
motor and poor holding in thick kelp mean 
the capacity for an early retirement is 
multiplied. Es and Joe came off the 24 
mile, 3,300ft ascent mountain in an 
astonishing 3 hours 53 minutes, with 
Umiak in 2nd place with 4 hours and 8 
minutes. Angel's share took 5h19, and 
Triptych 5h51 in 16th and 18th position.

The wind by this time was significantly 
reducing, and with evening approaching, 
things did not look good. A rescue 
helicopter passed over us several times 
and we later learned that this was to pick 
up a rescue team from Oban for a serious 
leg injury above the cloud base on Mull. 
This was a runner from “Superstition” one 
of our friends who were always 
among the front runners. This 
video 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=EFdO6VgcKkk) shows how big 
the challenge is, even on the best 
of days. We remained out of sight 
of the others until dark, when the 
light winds “allowed” us to see the 
competition approaching from afar. 
By the time we reached Pladda, it 
was decision time with the tide just 
turning against us, the wind falling 
and the possibility of an extra 11 
miles of distance outside, opting 
for the west Jura but with a fair 
tide was a possibility had to be 
considered. What was certain was that we 
were losing ground in the 5-6kt breeze. 
The tide was slack and would soon turn 
hard against the following pack. Without 
real difficulty we got through the 
bottleneck of Pladda. Usually the breeze 
fills in a bit but the strengthening tide, 
which caught the next boat through, 
eventually headed us at Corriebhreachan. 
Looking at YB tracking data this is where 
the two first 40s and the Bestewind 50 
started making ground on us on the outer 

having been once before. Iain has a 
fantastic record of 5 wins out of 7 races 
including a record time of just under 33 
hours, previously held by “Mollymawk” (ex 
MTC). Given the runners' superb pedigree, 
sailors were unlikely to get a lot of rest 
time when the runners were ashore. 
Conversely runners would have to depend 
on the weather and incompetence of the 
sailors to get a good rest.

Race day was one of those marvellous 
Scottish West Coast days, perfect for 
sailing and with a moderately fresh 
southerly/south-easterly breeze. There 
were 3 multihulls entered. It was an 
absolute pleasure to see Jim Smith with a 
palatial lagoon 45, in place of his old 
trimaran “3rd degree”. Jim was 

accompanied by veteran and mini-transit 
sailor Alan Crichton with runners John 
Coyle and Stuart McKie. This was fantastic 
because I had raced against them in the 
90s when Third degree a 45 ft 
Shuttleworth trimaran was one of the 
boats to beat, and was famous for her 
adventurous exploits. Jim and Alan were 
not only inspirational adventurers but also 
great fun and had many wild tales to tell, 
including 3rd degree's conversion from 
trimaran to proa on passage from the 
Solway to Dublin! The missing ama was 
never recovered. Both Jim and Alan have 
many miles on their physical frames and 
we really admired their “give it a go” 
approach. Finally, “Triptych” a dragonfly 
32, arrived impeccably prepared by Simon 
Thorp, and crewed by his sons and 2 
female runners. As a “rookie” entrant, 
there would be a complexity of physical, 
mental and emotional challenges and 
obstacles that cannot be full prepared for.

The briefing at the start is full of warnings 
and doom and gloom. The forecast 
however was to be kind and did not 
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results is the apparent failure to deliver. 
Another competitor exclaimed “You must 
be gutted”. Despite the unfavourably light 
headwinds,  we had a magnificent sail/row 
round the most lovely cruising grounds in 
the planet. As a team we had seen 
porpoises,  red deer, seal, a short-eared 
owl, Sea Eagles and righted a cast sheep 
on the ascent up Ben More! We had the 
privilege of being in the company of 
athletes who thousands admire and aspire 
to be. Many accomplished teams had 
been unable to complete the course (at 
least one crack team because of serious 
injury; another because of infirmity). 10 of 
40 teams  failed to complete the course 
despite the benign conditions. Es, (the 
long time holder of the Cuillin ridge record 
and one of Britain's top 10 explorers 
according to the Telegraph: 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/active/6439619
/Britains-top-10-explorers-hanging-around-
in-the-outer-limits.html and Joe Symonds 
(among many other records fell-runner of 
the year 2012, record holder of King of the 
Bens since 2012 and current record 
holder for the SIPR Mull run) had been our 
companions. We had been on their team!! 
AND these exceptional athletes were 
placing their new record up there with their 

other lifetime achievements. We were a 
small part of that because we were “slow”. 
How cool is that!! Ben, who I had taught 
as a student and who is a much better 
sailor than I had agreed to join us; Iain 
made his father so proud; We got first in 
Class, 3rd overall, Slipway trophy, Kings of 
the Bens, and a running record for the 
Obedient team.

I wouldn't have swapped it for the world.

Gordon Baird                                
Obedient

Clockwork and North Star; Umiak tacked 
off on Starboard to head down-tide 
towards Rathlin in Ireland at 6 knots; 
ultimately this single mistake was to cost 
them 5 hours as the wind dropped and 
they remained “parked” in the foul tide with 
no oars.

As we got the last of the tide, rowing 
through the channel into the Saturday 
night at 1.5kts boat speed, virtually all the 
chasing yachts parked up, kedging, rowing 
and sailing as imagined appropriate. As 
sun rose, 2 more easily rowed J-boats 
(one a lightweight and highly experienced 
J92) had struggled through and were 
close on our tails. We arrived on Arran at 
1040 in 4th position, only 11 minutes 
behind MobyJ the J92. Unknown to us the 
2 other multihulls had retired.

Es and Joe said they would be no 
quicker than 3h15 for the 19 mile, 
3,600 ft ascent Arran run. Rowing, 
the stress of light weather sailing 
and losing places in conditions 
that left us impotent to do better 
had lowered our spirits. Watching 
the eventual winners making a 
shabby pickup did nothing to help. 
In contrast, Clockwork's all-
rounder effort close behind was an 
inspiration. Waking after an hours 
fitful sleep to leave 30 minutes 
time cushion so that runners 
wouldn't have to wait in the cold, 

we prepared the dinghy, helped Iain off to 
row ashore and heard roars from the 
slipway as he rowed in. They had just 
finished their run and were wading out to 
meet us! A run of 2h44.39 had smashed 
the previous record by 15 minutes, and we 
were late! Our mainsail weighs 60-70kg 
and was raised in record time but we had 
to sail off the mooring- as ever for this we 
got a gust, but thankfully the sail over to 
Troon allowed us to recoup some honour, 
taking back an hour off North Star the 
eventual winner and we put up this year's 
best time for that leg. My personal overall 
admiration goes to Clockwork in the all-
rounders (where everyone has to cover at 
least one run) who beat us.

One of the burdens of previous good 

seas adding to the sailors' trials. Triptych 
left Jura in 15th overall, and Jim's 
paralysed arm, Alan's recent stroke and 
the age handicap of 2 runners who had 
been competing with them since the 90's 
didn't prevent a very creditable 18th place 
with a heavy cat in drifting conditions. At 
least, unlike at least two other competitors 
they didn't hit the reef at the south 
entrance to Craighouse. One sustained 
major keel damage and a leak.

Our third place was now converted by Es 
and Joe to a 30 minute lead. The 
conditions were no good for us with a fluky 
light wind, all we could do was watch the 
two 40' Firsts and the 50' Bestewind, all 
leaving within 10 minutes of each other, 

slowly reeling us in as the tide was about 
to shut firmly in our faces at Kintyre. The 
nightmare of reversing at 6-8 knots into 
the path of 30 competitors with nowhere 
shallow enough to kedge adds an 
unnecessary frisson.

We arrived in 2-4knt upwind conditions at 
the tidal overfalls, and Umiak was 
creeping up behind, with professional 
Vendee Globe aspirer Sam Goodchild 
onboard. I don't understand how in a 
glassy calm sea, 6-8 foot standing waves 
appear (albeit these are better than the 30 
foot heavy weather option) but they 
separate the inner and outer passage. We 
tacked in on Port tack, hoisted the 
screecher and thumped and banged 
through the chop and into the calm waters 
hard on the tails of the allrounder 



in our dinghy when we left to return to the 
boat!

Sunday's round the islands race was 
sailed in a pleasant light 10 knot NNW 
wind.  Despite some slick sail changes 
from jib, to screecher to spinnaker on 
Suenos in the first few hundred yards, 
while, probably on account of their 
hangovers, Hissy Fit opted to only use 
their screecher, we still ended up with 
Hissy Fit, Adonnante and Suenos in line 
abreast approaching the Spanish Ledge 
buoy. Hissy Fit stretched out a lead along 
the south side of the islands as we 
overtook the monohulls, while scraping 
past the rocks a few feet off. One monohull 
was very nearly run down by Suenos 
when they opted for a very sharp luff only 
a few feet ahead. Out off the SW corner 
approaching the Bishop lighthouse we had 
the usual very short seas and swirling 
tides. It was then a fetch along the 
northern side of the islands, just 
squeezing past some impressive rocks 
with a short run down the east end of the 
islands. Sudden backing of the wind 
transformed the reach back toward St 
Mary's into a beat.  Hissy Fit won the leg, 
with Suenos close behind in second and 
Bare Necessities third. The other boats 
Adonnante, and Miriam were not recorded 
as finishing.

This time we all anchored in Porth Cressa, 
in order to go ashore in Hugh Town. When 
the tide went out Hissy Fit proved to be 
rather closer to the rocks on the east side 
of the bay than expected.

The forecast for the Monday race from St 
Mary's back to Penzance was 20 to 25 
knots SW with a front coming through and 
a shift to the south with increasing wind. 
Bare Necessities was staying in the 
Scillies, while Easy Tiger had opted to go 
home on the Sunday. Adonnante started 
the race double reefed, but had already 
decided to head straight for the Lizard 
(wisely as even then, they spilt their 
mainsail and reported 40 knots of wind off 
the Lizard). Thus that left only Hissy Fit 
and Suenos of the multihulls to race back 
to Penzance.  The wind was still less than 
20 knots at the start time so we decided to 

go with full sail. After the initial short beat 
we were off with Hissy Fit and Suenos 
showing the monohull sailors what the 
Dazcats could do as we surged past and 
left them behind in a few minutes. As the 
seas and wind built Suenos was regularly 
hitting 16 to 18 knots with the screecher 
up. Before long we were gaining on Hissy 
Fit and overtook them. We had to furl the 
screecher for a few minutes while we 
headed up to leave Wolf Rock to port, at 
which point we were half a mile ahead. As 
we headed further downwind toward 
Penzance Hissy Fit came back as they 
could keep more speed up sailing deeper 
than Suenos. Eventually we finished a few 
minutes behind, but comfortably won on 
corrected time.  It had been great sailing 
close to the limit. Hissy Fit's crew, who 
were dropping people off in Penzance, 
clapped us over the line, but we were too 
busy gybing and dropping the kite to 
notice! Thanks though. It had been some 
of the most exciting sailing we had had on 
Suenos. It had taken less than 4 hours.

More or less as we rounded up the front 
came in and the rain arrived, so put two 
reefs in and a few rolls in the jib and set 
off for the Lizard, pretty well hard on the 
wind. By the time we got there the seas 
had built so we had to head out a few 
miles before bearing away down wind 
close past the Lizard, as the seas looked 
pretty nasty to reach across. It was then a 
quick sail back to Falmouth in flat water on 
the east side of the Lizard.

Suenos also won overall (calculated as the 
aggregate corrected time of the three 
races). So we collected all 3 multihull 
prizes for the first and third legs and 
overall. Bizarrely there was no multihull 
prize for the around the islands race, 
(which Hissy Fit won) which is the most 
interesting, most fun and most challenging 
of the three legs. In all it was a great 
weekend with some varied and exciting 
sailing and enjoyable socialising. Many 
thanks to the Penzance Sailing Club for 
organising the event and inviting the 
multihulls to join in.

Rupert Kidd                                    
Suenos

t was something of a last minute 
decision to participate in this years 
PASAB (Penzance Round Scillies and I

Back Race) on Friday 29th July, but I got 
two of the Falmouth based Firebird sailors 
Elliott Wilkinson and Danny Shenton to 
join me on Suenos. Simon Baker had lent 
Hissy Fit to Daz for the weekend, so that 
Hissy Fit was perhaps sailed rather more 
cautiously in order to be sure to return her 
without a scratch! Bare Necessities and 
Easy Tiger had come to play, making 4 
Dazcats plus Adonnante. The suggestion 
to drop the 4-mile leg to the east from 
Penzance to the Mountamopus in view of 
the light wind fell on deaf ears, so it looked 
like, unlike previous years, we would not 
have to worry about arriving in the dark, 
which usually happens with the 8pm start. 

We had some fun playing with the kite with 
a crew unfamiliar with the boat. Adonnante 
then demonstrated that sailing almost 
straight down wind was quicker than the 
gybing that Hissy Fit, Bare Necessities 
and Suenos were doing, such that we all 
arrived at the Mountamopus buoy 
separated by a few boat lengths.

We then had a very long slow beat/near 
fetch through the night to the Scillies in 
which top speed was 5 knots and much of 
the time we were only making 2 knots. 
Surprisingly, the catamarans all finished 
within 20 minutes of each other after 
nearly 12 hours of drifting around. On 
Suenos we had headed slightly further off 
the wind to the south and picked up a 
favourable breeze as we came into the 
finish line. Corrected time results were 
Suenos first, Bare Necessities second, 
Hissy Fit third and Easy Tiger fourth. 
However, Adonnante probably should 
have won, but their results were not 
counted, because they did not make the 
deadline for submission of their 
declaration. Hopefully in future this can be 
avoided if email or text messages could be 
deemed sufficient; rather than requiring 
signed copies. 

The multihulls all gathered at St Agnes, 
where we scrubbed Suenos' hull. We then 
met up in the Turks Head pub and finished 
up with a great Barbeque on the beach.  
One of Hissy Fits crew was found asleep 
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A family run boatyard experienced in handling mono and multi-hulls up to 40’ 
and 10 Tonnes. Offering tidal moorings, layup ashore or afloat, broad hard to 
dry out for surveys/prop change? Showers/toilets, free parking. Maintenance 
of hull, rigging & engines. Pressure wash & antifouling.

One mile WNW of Chichester Harbour Entrance by sea and 5 miles south of 
Havant main line train station & M27/A27(M).

Just call us on (0) 2392 464869 or email info@wilsonsboatyard.co.ukHOW?



Orion's 20th Anniversary Round The Island Race

Photo: Mike Samuelson with a very long lens.
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in a reasonable position. So we pressed 
on having lost probably five minutes that 
would cost us later.

As we rounded the needles the wind was 
continuing to increase. It was now high 
tide so we clipped the lighthouse as close 
as we dare and bore away to St. 
Catherine’s.

We set the main and jib for downwind and 
all of us sat and wondered who would 
suggest putting up the spinnaker first. 
None of us did and we all agreed that 
there was plenty of speed and danger just 
two sail deep reaching.  It was complete 
full on concentration to keep her upright.  
We had one major stuff, but both bows 
went in together with little hint of a pitch 
pole. Thank God we’d put the reef in.  As 
we neared St. Catherine’s we still had 
plenty of high tide so went in really close 
to the shoreline to stay out of the overfalls 

morning on Saturday the 2nd of July we 
set off from Ocean Village with plenty of 
time to sail down to the start line and tune 
the boat as we went as she had not been 
out since last year's race.  Conditions were 
pleasant with 10 to 15 knots of breeze and 
we listened carefully for any 
announcement of our race being 
cancelled.  Thankfully there was no 
cancellation broadcast and knowing that 
the weather had not abated, we decided at 
the last minute to pull in the first reef so 
that when we went downwind to St. 
Catherine’s we’d have a little safety margin 
built in.  Which is not really true, it’s just 
less dangerous than it would be with the 
full rig.  There is no safety margin on a 
Firebird.

We made a cracking start over the line 
beside Buzz, the Seacart 30, and chased 
her off to the Needles. The chase didn’t 
last very long as she pulled ahead steadily 
as she is a much faster boat 
but we can often stay with her 
on handicap.

Tacking into the building 
breeze we were making good 
progress and could see none 
of the fleet behind us except 
for Coco de Mer, the big 66 
foot Gunboat, which overtook 
us halfway to the needles, 
and Hissy Fit who was also 
making good progress behind 
us. Just before the narrows 
we tacked to port and on 
hauling in the jib sheet the jib 
traveller leapt off the track.  
Wow! this was a major 
disaster as nothing ever 
breaks on Orion so it was a 
complete surprise. A quick 
lashing around the main 
beam strapped the traveller 
block in approximately the 
right position and a quick haul 
on the sheet got the jib setting 

rion's inaugural race was on July 
2nd 1996. However, it ended 
spectacularly when we capsized O

whilst in the lead on the way, downwind, to 
St Catherine's. Not only was it a full on 
pitchpole but my best mate Ross Laney 
managed to capture it frame by frame in 
pictures.  It was an ignominious, but 
spectacular start to her racing career.

The following year however, we finished 
first over the line beating the sponsors 
boat Longobarda and won our class on 
handicap.  So honour was saved.  Since 
then we’ve been first over the line in class 
on many occasions and won on handicap 
two more times.  We even beat Ben 
Ainsley on handicap three years ago.

So how would this year go, her 20th 
anniversary?

Four years ago we raced round in fairly 
heavy weather only to find out that our 
class had been split in two and all boats 
under 9.15 meters were cancelled due to 
the weather forecast.  We didn’t find out 
until we finished but we had a pretty good 
race anyway. The following year the 
weather forecast was gentler but the 
actual winds on the day were much higher 
and we set a new course record for a 
MOCRA boat. That was 4 hours and 17 
minutes with just Mike Wigmore and 
myself on board.

So leading up to this year’s race we were 
watching the weather.  25 knots of breeze 
was predicted around St. Catherine’s with 
wind over tide just as we got there at 
midday.  Normally we sail two up, but we 
decided that an extra crew would not only 
be helpful but probably much safer.  So 
Roy, my son who normally sails with me 
and indeed sailed on the capsize 
inaugural race, rang Mike Wigmore just to 
see if he was available. “Yes”, he said “I 
am, I haven’t got my full dry suit but I will 
come in a two piece and put up with 
getting wet."  So at 6 o’clock in the 



Orion's 20th Anniversary Round The Island Race

To see more go to:
https://youtu.be/ML7evMbVNjA
https://youtu.be/8p3Z1Y8zlKM
https://youtu.be/UagFEIc7bf4

https://youtu.be/655COFngiQA
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is depressing.  To have it happen twice in 
four years starts me to wonder why bother. 
Firebirds absolutely fly in a force four or 
five which makes it really exciting, and it 
looks like we will never be able to do that 
again in a Round the Island Race.  Prior to 
2012 I’d never heard of them cancelling a 
class due to the forecast so maybe this is 
the way of the future now.

I mentioned my thoughts to Roy 
whereupon he responds with “Dad, when I 
left to come down I said to my little 
daughter Amelie, Daddy is going to look 
after Granddad and make sure he doesn’t 
fall over. Orion is only fun when its windy 
and if they are going to cancel us every 
time there is a decent wind I’d rather do 
something else."  So all of a sudden there 
came about a cataclysmic mind shift. Stop 
sailing Orion.  Sell her.  Give up 20 years 
of my life and do something different.

Within an hour the decision was made and 
plans were afoot. You needn’t feel too 
sorry as I have another Firebird down in 
Falmouth that we will continue to sail 
during Falmouth week every August. The 
plan is to sell Orion in Falmouth so that 
she will join the Firebird fleet down there 
and make for some interesting scratch 
racing.  And as we organise ourselves, 
and no Firebird sailor is a wimp, we’ll be 
sailing in those classic force 5 breezes.

Having mentioned it to family and friends 
that I am moving on from Orion they are 
most concerned as to whether I shall be 
very sad.  Not a bit of it.  I’ve had 20 
absolutely marvellous years with great 
memories and life will have lots more 
interesting adventures to come.

Happy days                                       
Harvey

Mike Samuelson from Bembridge lifeboat 
station caught us in the act and took a 
photo of this with his long lens.  It gives 
you an idea of what a scalded cat looks 
like.

On the reach to the Forts we overtook two 
more Carkeek 42s and basically left them 
for dead as we overhauled them.  
Reaching on a Firebird is her best point of 
sail and she absolutely flies past the 
monohulls.  Past the forts it was a long 
beat to windward to get back to Cowes 
and sure enough the Carkeek 42’s crept 
past with their tall rigs and fine lines.

Steady hard work up through the Solent 
tacking brought us to the line and we 
crossed at 13:34 hours.  A total of 4 hours 
54 minutes.  We knew Buzz was in front of 
us so we weren’t expecting the gun, but I 
was pretty sure our time might give us the 
edge over Buzz when given the handicap.

So feeling pleased with ourselves we 
sailed off for Southampton water as gently 
as one can in 25 knots of breeze on a 
Firebird looking for some shelter.  Inside 
the lee of the big ships moored alongside 
the oil refinery we got the mobile phone 
out to text our declaration of finishing time 
to the race committee.

As I went to messages to send in our time 
there was our nemesis. A text message 
from race control at 07.00 hours in the 
morning to say that all multihulls less than 
9.15 meters were cancelled due to the 
heavy weather forecast.

No!  They've done it again!  The health 
and safety wimps have decided that 
whenever there is a decent breeze to whip 
round the island they will cancel all boats 
less than 9.15 meters long.

As we sailed back to ocean village, our 
spirits deflated.  Having kept Orion in the 
marina fed and watered for a year for this 
one annual race, only to have it cancelled, 

which were raging just 20 meters to 
starboard. The big boats stood well out.

Safely round St Catherine's and past the 
second lot of overfalls, we raised the 
spinnaker for the continuing downwind but 
now slightly sheltered run to Bembridge.  
She was going well and I was 
concentrating on keeping her steady when 
Roy suggested I speed her up a bit.  He's 
never done that before as he is normally 
suggesting I rein it in a bit.  Am I getting 
cautious with my advancing age I wonder?

Mike by now was soaking wet, and the 
thought of capsizing with him not in a dry 
suit put the mockers on heroic gung-ho 
sailing with the spinnaker.  Or am I using 
that as an excuse?  We sailed deep and 
steady, gybed extremely carefully and kept 
things under control all the way downwind 
to Bembridge.

We were making good time and closing on 
the Bembridge mark beside a great big 
Carkeek 42.  Trying to anticipate who 
would get there first, how much water to 
leave them, could we sneak in front and 
get around first, at the same time trying to 
decide when to drop the spinnaker when 
all of a sudden they dropped theirs first, it 
went over the stern and stopped them 
dead, so we had a clear run at the mark 
and rounded up for the Forts.

Rounding up with 25 plus knots of wind is 
fairly entertaining.  We have to lift one 
dagger board, drop the other one, get the 
spinnaker down and tucked away, reset 
the jib, haul in the main outhaul, haul up 
the main traveller and harden in, all at the 
same time.  Not only that, we misjudged 
the angles and she took off like a scalded 
cat. Fortunately all of us had loads of 
experience and we knew instinctively what 
was happening-and what was going to 
happen next.  Mike and Roy leapt to the 
back of the boat and kept the nose from 
diving and pitching us over.



he Firebird Fleet at Falmouth 
have enjoyed another cracking Tyear of racing and parties in 

2016. The fleet is growing with two 
more boats joining in this year bringing 
the total to eleven, and the standard is 
ever increasing.

They do say that the trouble with one 
design class racing is that you get 
great boat on boat racing but there is 
nowhere to hide. No handicaps to 
complain about, no faster boats to get 
around the course before the wind dies 
leaving the clock running out on the 
rest. No small boats complaining that 
they can't stem the tide or sail into the 
chop so they are disadvantaged. It's 
just first around the course wins and of 
course, being a Firebird there will be a 
grin on your face from ear to ear, 
especially if it's windy.

This year Firebird 2, the first of the 
Mk2 Firebirds built in Gweek in the 
early 90s returned from Dubai where 
she has been for the last ten years. 
She is now in the good hands of Simon 
Hocken and Mike Hutchinson and is 
looking in very fine order. After this 
year when the race authorities 

Firebirds at Falmouth All photo credits within this article to:
www.fitzmarinephotography.com
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cancelled the class for small racing 
cats in the Round the Island Race for 
the second time in four years, --they 
might manage to tell you by some 
other method than a text when you are 
already in your dry suit and sailing! 
Harvey Bowden made the difficult 
decision to part with ORION, a boat 
which has become very well-known at 
the front of the fleet in that race, 
beating all 1400 entries around the 
course in 1995 and holding the outright 
MOCRA class record of four hours 
seventeen minutes in 2013.

Harvey's view is that if they keep 
cancelling whenever there is any wind 
he was never going to beat that record 
so she had to go. The good news is 
that Steve Pound has bought her, an 
experienced Firebird owner so we 
expect great things from her in the 
Falmouth fleet. I am told that she will 
no longer be that oh so well-known 
bright red and yellow colour. Very fitting 
that that colour should remain unique 
to Harvey's ownership. No sympathy 
for Harvey though, he of course still 
owns Hyper, the most beautifully 
restored Mk1 in the fleet.

This year the racing has been 
characterized by Peter Stephens going 
very fast in Ultraviolet. The established 
order has been well and truly upset 
with Ultraviolet winning the Spring 
Windward Leeward Championships 
and Falmouth Week along with a few 
other events along the way. 
Crackerjack (Mike Webb) won Flushing 
Regatta and some evening series. Mirri 
(Mike Wigmore & Alistair Wright) 
managed a series win in the spring 
before anybody else had launched! 
Cornish meadow (Steve Hutt) was 
generally very close behind when he 
wasn't breaking his boat as was Fiery 
(Rupert Kidd) and Firefly (Colin 
Gladwell & James Parker) who also 
collected the last podium place in 
Falmouth Week.

For more information, contact the class 
captain Peter Stephens 
(polweir@mac.com) or search YouTube 
for “Firebird Catamaran Falmouth” 
where there are two or three videos of 
Firebird Racing shot by Alistair Wright 
on Mirri. 

Mike Wigmore
December 2016

Firebirds at Falmouth
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close reach to the Manacles Buoy and a 
beat to the finish. On corrected time 
Suenos narrowly beat Hissy Fit to win the 
leg with Backlash third.

The second leg was a beat to the 
Manacles Buoy, followed by a run to 
Fowey. The beat was interesting with tight 
racing at up to 10 knots upwind, with the 
windward hull skimming or bouncing out of 
the water with full sail and close to 30 
knots apparent wind. Bare Necessities 
seemed to have most of the crew toward 
the forward end of the windward hull. An 
abrupt stop on a lobster pot near the 
Manacles buoy slowed us up, but then we 
had the run to 
Fowey. 
Unfortunately, our 
new 130 sq m 
spinnaker (for 
which we were 
rated) had not been 
delivered as 
promised. It was 
specifically 
designed to 
improve downwind 
performance. 
Without it we 
limped into Fowey 
to finish 5th with 
Hissy Fit 
comfortably winning 
the leg and 
Backlash second.

It was a windy 
southwesterly for 
the leg to Plymouth 
next day, which was 
shortened to finish 

t all started around New Year in a 
discussion with Casper Holst with the 
idea that it would be fun to do the Volvo I

Round Ireland Race (VRIR) two-handed 
rather than fully crewed.  There are some 
additional benefits of racing two-handed in 
that we were allowed to use the autopilot 
and could save 3-400kg of extra crew and 
provisions. The qualification for the VRIR 
required 300 miles of sailing, which led to 
the next plan: to join Hissy Fit and Bare 
Necessities in the Armen Race in Brittany 
in early May. Since we wanted above all to 
do the Plymouth-Falmouth Fowey Triangle 
Race, the logistics were tight in that we 
would have to leave Plymouth immediately 
after finishing the triangle race to make the 
Armen Race, which starts from La Trinite, 
230 miles away. Thus we decided to do all 
three races two-handed.

Pantaenius Plymouth Falmouth Fowey 
Triangle Race

The triangle race start was made more 
interesting in that in trying to set up 
everything alongside in Mayflower Marina 
we were a little late leaving. With the 
engines flat out we hoisted the main going 
downwind came round Drakes Island, cut 
the engines at the 5 minute signal and hit 
the start line well down from the scrum 
and much shouting going on around the 
committee boat. No pre-start tacking or 
gybing involved! The wind died, but using 
only the screecher, as we had not 
anticipated using the kite in a forecast 
northwesterly, was probably an advantage 
as we picked up the catspaws and found 
ourselves in the surprising position of 
leading the whole multihull fleet past 
Penlee point. The race proved to be a 
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at the buoy off Penlee point to avoid us 
entering Plymouth Sound during the start 
of the Transatlantic Race. A late decision 
to put in a reef (a good idea as it turned 
out) resulted in a poor start.  We hesitated 
to set the screecher for 10 minutes, but we 
could not watch the fleet start to pull away 
from us, so out it came. Suenos 
immediately took off. Hardly a word was 
spoken the whole race as I steered and 
Casper worked the sheet as we surfed the 
waves regularly hitting 16 to 18 knots. We 
soon passed everyone except Wombat 
and Hissy Fit, but were even catching 
them. With the big screecher we were on 
the limit the whole way. We won the leg, 
which only took 90 minutes with Hissy Fit 
second and Backlash some way back in 
third. The overall result was a win for Hissy 
Fit, Suenos second and Backlash third, 
but we had at least shown that Hissy Fit 
could be beaten by winning two legs.

After lunch in Cawsand Bay watching the 
Single-Handed Race preparation we set 
off for La Trinite half an hour before the 
start of the race, keeping to the west of the 
rhumb line to the Eddystone. It was 
impressive watching the 100-foot Ultimes 
trimarans pass, amazing that one person 
can manage such powerful boats. It 
seemed odd that they did not harden up 
on the wind once they past the Eddystone, 
but it turned out they were heading south 
of the Azores for the best weather routing. 
A well timed entrance down through the 
Chenal du Four and Raz du Sein gave us 
a good passage to La Trinite, arriving the 
next day just before sunset, giving us a 
day or so to rest and prepare for the 
Thursday Armen Race start.
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the plan to drop the kite before entering 
the river, Casper confidently assuring me 
the snuffer would come down, so that we 
crossed the finish line doing 15 knots. 
Fortunately the kite did come down before 
we reached the moorings.

Simon Baker and the crew of Hissy Fit had 
been watching anxiously to see when we 
finished and cheered us in as we arrived. 
We were 2 hours behind them over the 45 
hours the race had taken, leaving us just 
14 minutes behind on corrected time 
under Multi 2000. Under the MOCRA 
handicap we would have beaten them! We 
had beaten Bare Necessities by 8 minutes 
on the water, so that Hissy Fit was 3rd, 
Suenos 4th and Bare Necessities 5th. The 
race was won by the big cat, No Limit, with 
Acapella second. The F32 finished just 
ahead of Suenos but was 6th on handicap. 
Congratulations to Hissy Fit on a podium 
finish, thanks to Bare Necessities for such 
tight racing and a great performance by all 
three Dazcats. We were pleased with our 
efforts racing two-handed against fully 
crewed boats.

The trip home the next day was rather 
more interesting than we would have liked, 
when we were hit by a 40+knot gust 
approaching the Raz du Sein in the dark. I 
was in my bunk at the time, but Casper 
said both bows were well underwater!  We 
were an hour or so late on the targeted 
slack water at the Raz du Sein and 
recorded more than 7 knots of tide with us, 
though in pretty flat water with a SE wind 
and northerly running tide. In all, the whole 
trip took us exactly a week. It was great 
fun and the French made us very welcome 
with good support from the French 
Multihull Association. The race village was 
rather disappointing in that it mainly 
seemed to cater for tourists rather than 
sailors. The race itself was excellent with 
more interesting navigational challenges 
than the Fastnet although only half the 
length. I would recommend it to other 
MOCRA sailors, but what made it really 
work for us was having 3 Dazcats going 
together. It was disappointing that there 
were no comparable French catamarans 
to race against.

Volvo Round Ireland Race

beyond the Armen light, through a series 
of tide races, which on one occasion 
dumped a mass of water onto the bimini 
and into the cockpit from the lee side. It 
was a struggle to round the buoy in such a 
lumpy sea against a 3 to 4 knot southerly 
running tide, but we were encouraged to 
be able to see Hissy Fit in sight ahead and 
Bare Necessities some way behind. We 
decided it was too lumpy to mess with the 
kite two-handed on the 12 mile run down 
to a virtual turning mark before heading 
back east, so that Bare Necessities closed 
up behind; with whom we then had an 80 
mile match race tacking upwind within half 
a mile of each other. The wind had shifted 
east but was varying 30 degrees, 
especially in the strait between Belle Isle 
and the mainland, where eventually 
Suenos managed to break away from 
Bare Necessities in the dark. Just before 
our final tack to round the southern turning 
mark, the slider for the mainsail clew 
ripped out of the boom, quickly fixed with a 

temporary strop. It was then a 30 mile run 
back to La Trinite skirting the rocks and 
islands on the west of Quiberon Bay.  We 
could finally use our new spinnaker and 
see if we could hold off Bare Necessities, 
who, although not showing on the AIS, we 
knew could not be far behind. The idea of 
the new sail was to be able to keep 
enough boat speed to soak downwind, the 
point of sail that has always been Suenos' 
weakness. We had yet to learn the 
optimum angle to sail with the new kite, so 
had to put in a couple of gybes, one of 
which resulted in an impressive wrap as 
we approached the river mouth at La 
Trinite. When we saw Bare Necessities' 
red spinnaker appearing, we abandoned 

The Armen Race

The Armen Race (a sort of French 
Fastnet), starting on 5 May had an entry of 
over 170 boats with 9 multihulls including 
the English contingent of Hissy Fit, Bare 
Necessities and Suenos. The French 
boats were two catamarans: No Limit, a 
very nice 60 foot heavily modified 
Outremer, and Diversion a 50+ foot 
cruising boat with a small rig and 4 
trimarans.  The trimarans included 
Acapella, the 38 foot Walter Greene 
designed sister ship to Olympus Photo in 
which Mike Birch won the first Route du 
Rhum by 90 seconds. The other trimarans 
were an F32 and an unusual aluminum 
boat, which looked scary enough with its 
angular sections, even to set foot on, yet 
proved to be surprisingly quick, although 
incapable of saving its handicap. The 
remaining trimaran retired on the first 
evening.  Sadly there were no French 
catamarans comparable to the Dazcats.

The start was rather protracted with 
numerous separate starts but with the 
faster boats starting at the back. This 
resulted on a complete traffic jam when 
we turned downwind in light airs against 
the tide through the channel out of 
Quiberon Bay. Playing with our new 
spinnaker for the first time proved a 
challenge and we dropped back so much 
that there were only a few boats left 
behind us. Eventually the easterly wind 
backed to the north and we were on our 
way with the screecher replacing the 
spinnaker. Now we were back to passing 
the monohulls again all through the night. 
Next morning had us approaching the 
turning mark of the last cardinal out 
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Matt showing Alison's excellent cooking on board Bare Necessities.

that we went into the marina and tied 
alongside a powerboat to workout how to 
repair the sail. Not likely to find a sail 
maker in Kinsale on a Sunday afternoon, 
but in any case under the race rules we 
had to fix it ourselves. Casper hit on the 
solution. No messing with needle and 
thread, we used the biggest drill we could 
find and drilled three holes in each of the 
five pieces of webbing on the clew and 
threaded a piece of dyneema through 
them all and round the ring. In 2 hours the 
job was done and we set off again. The 
repair was thoroughly tested, but still 
looked fine back in Falmouth nearly 1000 
miles later. By the time we were back to 
the Old Man of Kinsale we had lost 4 
hours, but at least we were back in the 
race, albeit 15 miles behind Bare 
Necessities and miles behind Hissy Fit.

Unfortunately, our problems were not over, 
as around midnight the autopilot failed.  It 
turned out the base of the control unit was 
sitting in water collecting in a locker. For a 
while I steered while Casper tried to sort 
the problem.  After drying it out there 
seemed to be a loose connection as the 
autopilot would come on and off, but 
where? Eventually we hove to so we could 
both work on the problem and Casper 
found the loose wire.  After another two 
hours lost we were back sailing again, 
although the autopilot was somewhat 
erratic.  Now we were to pay for the lost 
time as we had to beat on round the SW 
corner, as opposed to more or less a fetch 
for the earlier boats, all the way to Great 
Skellig, 60 miles round from the Fastnet, 
by which time Bare Necessities was 50 
miles ahead, with Hissy Fit really flying 75 
miles further ahead – having only had to 
make one short tack after passing the 
Fastnet Rock and then accelerating in the 
reach up the west coast. At least the rain 
had finally stopped! I really can't 
remember a race when it rained for such a 
long spell. As we were playing catch up, 
we were steadily passing monohulls, most 
of them, with the crew all sitting on the rail. 
Why does anyone want to do that? And all 
the way round Ireland? I would give them 

The multihulls 
started 10 minutes 
after the monohulls, 
and the Mod 70's 
took off, passing 
close by the Irish 
Navy committee 
boat, while the 
Dazcats, in part 
thanks to Hissy 
Fits' luffing antics 
were all over the 
line early and had 
to go back in the 
light SSE wind. 
Hissy fit slowly 
drew ahead while 
Suenos and Bare 
Necessities were 
close together. 
From Dublin all the 

way down to the Tuskar Rock there are a 
series of sandbanks, which shift around. 
While tacking out to the east toward what 
promised to be more wind, turned out to 
be ripples caused by very shallow water 
and Suenos ran aground. With boards up 
we managed to bump over the bank back 
into deeper water. Time to show these 
banks more respect, so we carefully 
skirted them for miles going south as we 
watched Bare Necessities sail straight 
over them and put up their screecher, 
while we continued several knots slower 
on a higher course along the edge of a 
bank. By the time we reached Tuskar Rock 
they were 2 miles ahead with Hissy Fit 3 
miles further in front.

The wind then veered rather more to the 
SW than forecast ensuring that we would 
have a beat all the way down the southern 
Irish coast. The rain came and the wind 
picked up so that we had to put in a 
couple of reefs, but we had caught up 
Bare Necessities, while Hissy Fit was a 
good 15 miles ahead. As we were heading 
out past the Old Man of Kinsale, the clew 
of the jib exploded as the webbing on the 
clew ring broke. On Suenos the jib is a 
furling sail and the only headsail apart 
from a staysail, with which the boat won't 
really be able to 
point, so we 
decided to head 
into Kinsale to look 
for shelter. Even 
getting the jib down 
in a strong wind 
without the clew 
would be a 
challenge and it 
was starting to 
unwind from the 
furler. We headed 
in, but there was no 
reasonable shelter 
in the estuary, so 

Now to the main event: the 700-mile non-
stop VRIR starting on 23 June.  While 
there was no separate two-handed race 
for multihulls we were allowed to enter 
two-handed and in doing so were 
permitted to use our autopilot. To avoid a 
200-mile beat across the Celtic Sea we 
left Falmouth a few days earlier than 
originally planned. We stopped in at 
Wicklow, but decided that several days 
alongside the quay wall might not be very 
relaxing, so despite the friendly welcome 
from the club who run the race, we 
continued up to the Dun Laoghairie 
marina, where we moored up next to the 
MOD 70's and the other Dazcats later 
came to join us.  The Wicklow Sailing Club 
inspected all the boats. Suenos complied 
except we did not have a separate floating 
torch. Apparently the idea is that you 
should throw it to the man overboard in 
the water. As our life jackets have both 
PLB's and AIS beacons attached with 
lights and there is also a danbuoy with a 
light plus a separate lifebuoy and light to 
throw in, I seriously question whether we 
really need another light in the water. 
Needless to stay the chandlers in Dun 
Laoghairie was soon out of floating 
torches!

In addition to the three MOD 70's, which 
were very sensibly put in a separate class 
by the Wicklow Sailing Club (if not by 
RORC) and the Dazcats Hissy Fit, Bare 
Necessities and Suenos, there were two 
Irish trimarans, a Farrier F36 and the 50 
foot Tri-Logic.  Monohulls comprised the 
rest of the 65-boat fleet including the 100 
foot Maxi Rambler 88, Pegasus, Ross 
Hobson's Open 50 and several Class 40's. 
From the weather forecast it was clearly 
going to be a case of the rich getting 
richer, as the key was going to be to get 
past the Fastnet Rock before the wind 
veered NW, extending the beat round the 
SW corner of Ireland.
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course when things went wrong, more 
crew would have helped. We probably 
could have carried on sailing with the 
staysail, while fixing the jib with a full crew 
on the VRIR. In such a bouncy sea we 
would have really struggled to fix it two-
handed and so the stop in Kinsale was 
well worth it, as at that point we still had 
another 100 miles of beating before 
reaching off up the west coast. Of course 
the autopilot problem would have been 
irrelevant, as we would not have been 
using it. Hence we would not have lost the 
two hours spent fixing it hove to. However 
it was all good experience for more short-
handed racing.

It is also interesting to compare boat 
performance. In short bouncy seas the 
bigger boats always gain, as we saw in the 
beat along the southern Irish coast with 
Hissy Fit consistently going a knot or more 
faster than Suenos and Bare Necessities 
(and also in the beat out to the Manacles 
on Leg 2 of the Triangle Race). The gain 
made there translated into bigger gains in 
the anticipated VRIR rich get richer 
scenario. In Suenos case some of this 
may also be related to the age of the sails. 
Yes, we are now getting a new jib! 
Elsewhere we showed Hissy Fit can be 
beaten, so much of the difference, as 
always, is down to how well we sail the 
boats. It is interesting that the difference in 
handicap between Hissy fit and Suenos is 
actually less under Multi 2000 than it is 
under MOCRA. The MOD 70's might as 
well be on another planet, but they look to 
me to be a good deal more than twice as 
fast as the rest of us, which is much more 
than their MOCRA handicaps suggest.

Rupert Kidd                                
Suenos                                 
22nd November 2016

Congratulations to Simon Baker and Hissy 
Fit on a great race to win the under 50 foot 
multihull class, and just beat Michel 
Kleinjans' Class Forty, Roaring Forty 2, (in 
which Michel had won the last Round 

Britain and Ireland Race) and to Bruce 
Sutherland and Bare Necessities for 
taking second ahead of Suenos, who 
finished third, comfortably ahead of the 
F36, with Tri-Logic having retired early on.  
Thus it was a full Dazcat podium. The Mod 
70's had charged round in 1 day 14 hours 
all three finishing within 8 minutes of each 
other. Finally my thanks to Casper Holst 
my co-skipper on this adventure, who as 
soon as we arrived back in Falmouth set 
off in his own Catana 40 to Portugal and 
the Azores.

The VRIR was a great race with lots of 
coast and spectacular offshore rocks and 
islands to pass. At 700 miles it is longer 
than the Fastnet and more interesting. The 
warm welcome and hospitality of the 
Wicklow Sailing Club and the Royal Irish 
Yacht Club was much appreciated. It was 
good that having opened the race up to 
multihulls for the first time, we were able to 
make an impact. I would encourage 
MOCRA sailors to take part in future 
races, which are run in non-Fastnet years, 
although the next race in 2018 takes place 
just after the Two-Handed Round Britain 
and Ireland Race.

Post-script

How did racing two-handed compare with 
being fully crewed? Well, we did both 
enjoy the challenge of doing it all.  We 
proved we could be competitive, especially 
in the Triangle and Armen Races. 
Undoubtedly, there were some points 
where we would have been able to push 
the boat harder if we had been fully 
crewed, especially downwind in marginal 
conditions, so we lost a little there. Of 

a cheery wave while we passed them 
wandering round, cup of tea in hand or 
hiding under the bimini to avoid the worst 
of the rain.

Finally after over 200 miles of beating we 
could reach off up the west coast, initially 
with the screecher up, but soon it became 
too tight on the wind so it was back to jib 
and main. Just as we were looking forward 
to a nice broad reach from Eagle Island on 
the NW corner of County Mayo across 
Donegal Bay to Malin Head on the very 
north of Ireland to the NE, the wind 
backed and it became closer to a run, but 
with too much wind for the kite. Bare 
Necessities had stretched her lead to 90 
miles now, but promptly fell in a hole. By 
good luck we arrived at the entrance to the 
North Channel as the tide turned in our 
favour, so we covered the next 50 miles 
close reaching through it, close past the 
cliffs of Rathlin Island, in 4 hours, but then 
the wind backed and dropped as the tide 
turned, so it was back to beating against 
the tide in light airs, but we had cut the 
deficit to Bare Necessities to only 30 
miles, while Hissy Fit was approaching the 
finish 80 miles further ahead.  It took us 
another frustrating 29 hours to get to the 
finish, several times being completely 
becalmed. At one point I decided during 
my watch to have a shower on the 
grounds that the wind would be bound to 
come back in the middle of it, but even 
that did not work! Bare Necessities had to 
give us about 5 hours on handicap but we 
were still drifting along at one or two knots, 
35 miles behind, when Bare Necessities 
finished. The wind eventually filled in, but 
with a beat again so we could not make up 
the difference, finally finishing an hour and 
a half behind on corrected time after 5 
days of racing. We had made a good 
recovery after our stop in Kinsale and 
autopilot problems, but not quite enough.



halk and cheese comes to mind to 
describe the weekend’s weather for Cthis year’s MOCRA Bembridge 

Regatta; Saturday saw a SSW F5 gusting 
F6 with rain & drizzle for most of it, and 
Sunday was a lovely sunny day with 
S’Easterly F1 to F2 breeze.  So certainly 
some challenging racing for the six 
multihulls that made it to Bembridge.  
Disappointing numbers but nevertheless it 
was great to see some old faces and meet 
some new ones.

Although the handicap system is of course 
designed to allow the faster and the slower 
boats to compete on an equal footing, it 
can end up with a long gap between 
races, so for the second year running, the 
average lap time format was in use for all 
bar the long distance race on Saturday 
where a bit of creative accounting was 
brought into play.  

The first race started with a short beat 
from Janson to Under Tyne, then a reach 
to Tara and a long run to Warner and back.  
Inevitably Phil Cotton in Buzz lead the way 
and completed three rounds in just under 
an hour and a half which was enough to 
secure him first place on corrected time by 
three and a half minutes ahead of Stuart 
Gummer in Humdinger.  Jonathan Hill in 
his new Dragonfly 25S was third, three 
minutes behind.

A similar course for the second race but 
including Bembridge Ledge & St Helens 
again saw Buzz well out in front, but with 
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EAST WIGHT COMBINED CLUBS

MOCRA BEMBRIDGE REGATTA 2016 2010 Course (WNW 2/3); from F to K - V (2) - F (Buzz 1 hr 51)

DATE:  10/09/2016 2011 Course (SE2-3); from K to V - LM - P - LM (Twister 1 hr 19)

RACE NO:  1 2012 Course (NNW1-2); from T to P (2) (Buzz 33 mins)

START TIME 10:30:00 2013 Course (N 4-5); from F to X - V (2) - F (Buzz 1hr 18)

WIND:   SSW 5 2014 Course (NE1-2); Inflatable - Q - Y (2) short'd to x1 (Buzz 1 hr 3 mins)

COURSE: from JJ to E - T - X (3) £ 2015 Course (SW5); inflatable - # - Q - £ (2) (Buzz 1 hr 9 mins)

Boat Name Sail No Class Owner TCF Finish Time Rnds
Elapsed 

Time

Corrected 

Time
Posn

Alini GBR742M Farrier F9A Steve Homewood 1.278 DNS

Buzz 714M Seacart 30 (9.15m) Phil Cotton 1.601 11:55:43 3 0:28:34 0:45:45 1

Can Lah GBR2515 Dragonfly 25S Jonathan Hill 1.255 11:53:46 2 0:41:53 0:52:34 3

Flame Skimmer GBR2832 Dragonfly 28S James Holder 1.263 12:02:53 2 0:46:27 0:58:39 4

Humdinger GBR 137 Dragonfly 920E Stuart Gummer 1.266 11:47:43 2 0:38:52 0:49:12 2

Spirit of Scott Bader RoRo2 RoRo Catamaran John Douglas 0.931 11:38:49 1 1:08:49 1:04:04 5
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Humdinger chasing hard, it was the latter 
who took first place on corrected time by 
under two minutes after just over an hours 
racing.  Can Lah was third again, with 
James Holder in his Dragonfly 28S, Flame 
Skimmer, taking fourth place on corrected 
time.  It was great to see the Homewood 
family from Lymington in their Farrier F9A 
appear through the drizzle in time for the 
race and although conditions meant the 
children stayed below, full credit to Steve 
and Jane who were still smiling when they 
finished just in front of Flame Skimmer.  
Although obviously much slower than the 
other boats, John Douglas and his crew 
on Spirit of Scott Bader pulled out all the 
stops and whilst they were still last on 
corrected time, it was not by very much.

For the final race of the day which was 
scheduled to be the long distance race 
and with Chimet showing the breeze pretty 
steady at 20 knots, the prospect of visiting 
the Nab Tower was too good an 
opportunity to miss so all bar Alini who 
decided one race was enough for them 
and Spirit of Scott Bader who was set a 
shorter course, found themselves heading 
off to the Nab.  As hoped, the reach from 
Bembridge Ledge provided some 
exhilarating sailing although as they 
neared the Nab, the sea state increased 
and there were apparently a few nervous 
moments on the way to Warner as the 
wind increased to over 25 knots.  Although 
Buzz hurtled round in just under an hour 
to obviously take line honours, 
Humdinger’s one hour and thirteen 
minutes was good enough to secure her 
second win of the day on corrected time.  
Can Lah picked up her third, third place of 
the day and Flame Skimmer & Spirit of 
Scott Bader were awarded fourth equal.
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2010 Course (NW 2) - from F to K - T(2) (Buzz 1 hr 7 mins)

2011 Course (SE 2-3) - from K to F - LM - P (Twister 44 mins)

2012 Course (NW 2-3); from C to K (2) - K (short'd) (Kittiwake 1 hr 13 min)

2013 Course (N 4-5); from F - X - I - T - F (Buzz 38 mins)

2014 Course (NW2-1) Inflatable - K - E (3) - short'd to x1 (Buzz 1hr 13mins)

2015 Course (SW5); inflatable - R - £(2) (Buzz 43 mins)

Boat Name
Elapsed 

Time

Corrected 

Time
Posn

0:49:58 1:03:52 5

0:31:50 0:50:58 2

0:43:51 0:55:01 3

0:50:17 1:03:30 4

0:38:47 0:49:06 1

1:09:00 1:04:14 6

RACE NO:  2

START TIME 12:20:00

WIND:   SSW 5

COURSE: from JJ to E - V - Q - K (3) £

Sail No Class Owner TCF Finish Time Rnds

Alini GBR742M Farrier F9A Steve Homewood 1.278 13:59:57 2

Buzz 714M Seacart 30 (9.15m) Phil Cotton 1.601 13:23:40 2

Can Lah GBR2515 Dragonfly 25S Jonathan Hill 1.255 13:47:41 2

Flame Skimmer GBR2832 Dragonfly 28S James Holder 1.263 14:00:34 2

Humdinger GBR 137 Dragonfly 920E Stuart Gummer 1.266 13:37:34 2

Spirit of Scott Bader RoRo2 RoRo Catamaran John Douglas 0.931 13:29:00 1
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taking a very different line on the 
downwind leg; however, the latter crept 
through on the second beat and finished a 
couple of minutes ahead which was just 
enough to secure another first place on 
corrected time.  Can Lah meanwhile also 
took a very different route on the first 
downwind leg to the rest which looked as 

Sunday’s forecast was very different and 
initially it looked as if there might not be 
enough wind to provide any meaningful 
racing.  However, there were just enough 
zephyrs from the SE to make it worthwhile.  
Although scheduled to be a “fast & furious” 
race, the first race of the day proved to be 
anything but.  It was more about getting 
the weight distribution right and keeping 
the boat moving in the light airs.  Whilst 
not helped by a rather questionable line 
when the Committee boat swung to the 
tide rather than the breeze, the first start 
was not a success and saw the General 
Recall flag displayed.

The second start was better but had Spirit 
of Scott Bader called over the line and 
also having to take a penalty for barging in 
at the Committee Boat.  Buzz was soon 
well out in front, but it was Alini who 
managed to find the best of the breeze 
and having always been just ahead of 
Humdinger came in first by just under a 
minute on corrected time.  Can Lah 
struggled to maintain momentum at times 
in the light airs, as did Flame Skimmer 
who retired after a problem with her 
asymmetric spinnaker.  Full marks to Spirit 
of Scott Bader who persevered and 
finished with lots of smiles from her crew.

With everyone happy to have a final race 
despite the paucity of wind, a simple 
windward/leeward course using Tara & 
Britten was set.  Unusually Buzz found 
themselves initially well off the pace at the 
start, however it did not take her long to 
get free of the rest of the fleet and into 
clear air.  As expected she then zipped 
round the course, lapping Spirit of Scott 
Bader just after they had rounded the 
leeward mark.  On the first round, 
Humdinger was just ahead of Alini after 
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if it had paid off, but it was not to be and 
although she finished ahead of Flame 
Skimmer, it was not by a lot.   Although not 
fast enough to get off last place, the crew 
of Spirit of Scott Bader had all clearly 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves and 
crossed the finish line with broad smiles 
on their faces.

2010 Course (V NW-S 1-4); From F to P - X - Q - R - K

2011 Course (V SE/SW 2-3); from M to C - ! - X - K (DQ 1hr 47mins)

2012 Course (NNE 2-3); from Y to Q (2) - Y (Buzz 1 hr 14 mins)

2013 Course (N 4); from F to X - ! - E - B (Buzz 1hr 5mins)

2014 Course (N/NW 2); Inflatable - P - E - T (3) - P (Buzz 58 mins)

2015 Course (CSW4-5); inflatable - # - V - I - Q - G (Buzz 56 mins)

Boat Name
Corrected 

Time
Posn

15:19:58 1 0:59:58 1:36:00 2

15:38:55 1 1:18:55 1:39:02 3

15:59:39 1 1:39:39 2:05:51 4=

15:33:26 1 1:13:26 1:32:58 1

15:32:40 1 1:12:40 1:07:39 4= shorter course

RACE NO:  3

START TIME 14:20:00

WIND:   SSW 5

COURSE: from JJ - E - V - Nab T - X - D

Sail No Class Owner TCF Finish Time Rnds
Elapsed 

Time

Alini GBR742M Farrier F9A Steve Homewood 1.278 DNS

Buzz 714M Seacart 30 (9.15m) Phil Cotton 1.601

Can Lah GBR2515 Dragonfly 25S Jonathan Hill 1.255

Flame Skimmer GBR2832 Dragonfly 28S James Holder 1.263

Humdinger GBR 137 Dragonfly 920E Stuart Gummer 1.266

Spirit of Scott Bader RoRo2 RoRo Catamaran John Douglas 0.931

26



Bembridge Regatta 2016

2010 Course (SW 3-5); from F to G - X - I - R(2) - G

2011 Course (S 3-4); from P to E - X (2) - P (Kittiwake 1hr 27mins)

2012 Course (ENE 3); from B to M (2) - F (Buzz 49 mins)

2013 Course (WSW 3-5): P to WM - E - P(3) - P

2014 Course (NE4);  - Inflatables - M - R -K (2) (Buzz 28 mins)Barts Bash

2015 Course (SE4); inflatable - F -P - B(3) £ (Buzz 32 mins)

Boat Name
Elapsed 

Time

Corrected 

Time
Posn

11:58:37 2 0:38:19 0:48:57 1

11:48:36 2 0:33:18 0:53:19 3

12:08:45 2 0:43:23 0:54:26 4

12:00:29 2 0:39:15 0:49:41 2

11:52:45 1 1:10:45 1:05:52 5

2011 Course (S3-4); From P to E (3) - E (Humdinger 42 mins)

2012 Course (E 2-4); from F to ! - B - P (shortened) (Buzz 1hr 26mins)

2013 Course (WSW 5-6); cancelled

2014 Course (NE4) - Inflatable - X - ! - K (Buzz 50.27 mins)

2015 Course(SE4-5); Inflatable - M - R - D(2) £ (Buzz 49 mins)

Boat Name
Elapsed 

Time

Corrected 

Time
Posn

13:39:16 2 0:41:08 0:52:34 1

13:23:14 2 0:33:07 0:53:01 2

13:53:01 2 0:48:01 1:00:15 4

13:54:11 2 0:48:36 1:01:22 5

13:41:51 2 0:42:25 0:53:43 3

13:30:10 1 1:13:10 1:08:07 6

DATE:  11/09/2016

RACE NO:  4

START TIME 10:42:00

WIND:   SE1/2

COURSE: T - PJJ- B (3) £

Sail No Type Owner TCF Finish Time Rnds

Alini GBR742M Farrier F9A Steve Homewood 1.278

Buzz 714M Seacart 30 (9.15m) Phil Cotton 1.601

Can Lah GBR2515 Dragonfly 25S Jonathan Hill 1.255

Flame Skimmer GBR2832 Dragonfly 28S James Holder 1.263 RTD

Humdinger GBR 137 Dragonfly 920E Stuart Gummer 1.266

Spirit of Scott Bader RoRo2 RoRo Catamaran John Douglas 0.931

RACE NO:  5

START TIME 12:17:00

WIND:   SE 1/2

COURSE: T - B (3) £

Sail No Type Owner TCF Finish Time Rnds

Alini GBR742M Farrier F9A Steve Homewood 1.278

Buzz 714M Seacart 30 (9.15m) Phil Cotton 1.601

Can Lah GBR2515 Dragonfly 25S Jonathan Hill 1.255

Flame Skimmer GBR2832 Dragonfly 28S James Holder 1.263

Humdinger GBR 137 Dragonfly 920E Stuart Gummer 1.266

Spirit of Scott Bader RoRo2 RoRo Catamaran John Douglas 0.931

A thoroughly worthwhile couple of 
days with some great racing in 
challenging conditions.  Obviously a 
pity that we did not have more 
boats, hopefully things will have 
sorted themselves out by next 
September as it would be a great 
shame if this annual Regatta ends 
up being abandoned.

Congratulations to Stuart Gummer 
and his crew on Humdinger who 
was first overall, one point ahead of 
Phil Cotton and Buzz.  Jonathan Hill 
in Can Lah was third and the 
Homewood family fourth in Alini.

Although Redwing & One-Design 
racing was programmed for both 
days, there were not enough takers 
on Saturday afternoon who wanted 
to brave the conditions and on 
Sunday morning they did not fancy 
what they thought would end up as 
a drift.

Mike Samuelson   
More photos at: 
https://goo.gl/photos/KL4A8kavfa
grdJBB9

27



ixed adventure racing is a growth 
sport sector and not surprisingly 
the granddaddy of them all, the M

Three Peaks Yacht Race has spawned a 
number of copies since its inception in 
1977. The Three Peaks Race is the 
longest in the UK and takes place each 
June. The course is sail from Barmouth to 
Caernarvon, run to Snowdon and back, 
sail to Ravenglass, cycle and then run up 
and down Scafell Pike and then sail to 
Fort William and run up and down Ben 
Nevis Down and then stop! Multihulls used 
to be very successful in this historically 
and whilst we are welcome to sail in the 
race again there seems to be limited 
interest so far?

The Scottish Island Peaks Race is a 
shorter version and Gordon Baird is 
covering this in his article. The two other 
races are both in the South West. The 
Cornish Three Peaks is a commercially 
run sail and cycle event starting in St 
Mawes over three days in June and The 
Three Creeks race is a sail and run event 
over a weekend run by Yealm Sailing Club 
between Dartmouth and Plymouth. This 
seemed an obvious distraction for us in 
between the Armen Race and Round 
Ireland.

Teams are four or five and so we decided 
to take three sailors and two runners. 
Brendan, Alison and myself set off in Bare 
Necessities our Dazcat 1150 from Saltash 
Sailing Club after an early finish on the 
Friday and headed to Dartmouth. It was 
one of those sails that unless you had 
something to do you would not have done. 
Grey and raining with a forecast gusting 
up to F8 later. We passed Plymouth 
breakwater at 1745 and turning east at the 

Three Creeks Race 2016 - Bare Necessities
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The smaller boats were quite naturally 
concerned about Start Point in a gale, and 
the bigger boats were concerned about 
the depth of water on the bar. So we all 
waited. This gave us a chance to meet our 
two energetic runners (phew) and drink 
lots of free coffee in Dartmouth Yacht Club.

In the end the decision was put to a vote 
and the majority opted for the full course 
but a delayed start. So more coffee, oh 
and yes bananas and we now had a 
banana shortage. The problem with the 
runners is that they are high maintenance. 
They had all  fuelled up to start at a 
certain time – delays meant adjustments 
and where on earth do you buy bananas 
in Dartmouth without going up that horrible 
hill all the way to the superstore.

FINALLY... we got going. Well we waved 
off the intrepid duo on their race around 
Dartmouth and then leisurely walked back 
to the boat, and thinking hard about this 
carbo loading and rehydration lark; we 
bought more beer. Funnily enough that 
was not hard to find.   

The wind fortunately did not reach the 
forecast but the rain certainly made up for 
it. It was one of those reef in, reef out, reef 
in...well you get the picture, sails as we 
beat back to Start. Alison did her best to 

Mewstone threw up a small screecher, 
put George on and settled down to 
enjoy the sail. We had a blast, 17 + 
knots over the water passed Start 
Point and ate tea as we approached 
Dartmouth just before 2045; 35 miles 
in 3 hours seemed a good start.

This getting up to S F 7 gusting 8 later 
was perhaps a slight concern.......

The route for the Saturday is a little 
run for the runners in Dartmouth and 
then sail to Salcombe, another little 
run for the runners and then go to the 
pub for “rehydration” and “carbo” 
loading. All very civilised with no night 
racing and everyone restarts on the 

Sunday when the route is 
Salcombe, Eddystone and 
Yealm Entrance when the 
runners do another little run. 
The runners finish at Yealm 
Yacht Club in Newton 
Ferrers and then we all meet 
up for a BBQ at Yealm Yacht 
Club.

So now to the email we picked 
up at 2100 when we had parked 
on the Town Quay at Dartmouth; 
Runner no 1 was ill. Now we had 
not actually met any of our 
runners but we had trust........ 
Alison and Bruce had done 
various mountain marathon 
events and Bruce had done the 
Three Peaks as a runner so we 
had chosen from people who did 
this sort of race and a bit like 
proper sailors you know they will 
be there. So after a few 
expletives we read on and we 
were suitably rewarded by the 
words ... “but my friend Jon will 
run in my place”.

Saturday dawned wet and foul.

Those who have been following the 
narrative may have picked up on the 
concern. Going into Salcombe after a 
strong southerly with a SSW gale blowing 
at low tide to then faff about dropping 
runners off at South Sands Beach seemed 
at best sporting and at worst plain dumb. 
Of all of the entries at the Skippers 
meeting on the Sat am we were perhaps 
in the best position. Bare 
Necessities is 12m long with a 
crew who are familiar with the 
boat and if we pull our boards 
up only draws 1m. So we 
would probably be OK. The 
rest of the fleet included the 
ubiquitous J109’s, some 
planning sports boats and 
then some deeper draft larger 
monohulls. It numbered 12 in 
all – the Solent boats given the 
forecast had stayed at home. 
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It could have been Scotland?

Cats still don’t go to wind?
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Handicaps are organised through Port of 
Plymouth Sailing Association and they 
take our MOCRA tcf and play with it. They 
are quite used to doing this as we do have 
other events in Plymouth notably a charity 
pursuit where we race against monohulls.

What we think makes this race useful is 
that it is short and is basically two one day 
events, which makes it a good introduction 
to adventure racing. It is simple as it needs 
no support team or bikes. It is accessible 
for South Coast boats as it does not need 
a trip to Scotland. It was cheap and they 
have a good sponsor, Marchland Petit the 
estate agents so there are freebies and it 
was good fun. Oh and we came 
second....many thanks to Alison, Brendan, 
James (Runner No 2) and Jon (Runner No 
1 substitute)

Bruce Sutherland 

The next race is May 13/14/2017 and full 
details are on: 
http://3creeksrace.weebly.com          
See you on the start line?

but for those who 
know her she was 
surprisingly quiet 
with it. The leg back 
to Plymouth was 
not really our best 
conditions. Light 
wind beating meant 
up with the big 
screecher and 
twitch, tweak and 
wack it in.  But we 
had lots of help as 
the flattening seas 
and sun and dry 
weather enabled all 
to play which was a 
pleasant change 
from Saturday’s 
dousing. 

The drop off point 
at the Yealm is Cellars Beach which is just 
inside the bar. Having thrown our runners 
out we were heading back to Saltash and 

our mooring but were blocked by a large 
boat in the channel. Apparently she was 
Chinese gybing and trying to drown her 
runners in their canoe towed behind. What 
makes it amusing is that this was 
Saltheart, a Yealm Yacht Club Boat and 
her runners were the run organisers.

The event is good fun; the sailing is 
organised by Yealm Yacht Club; we do 
other racing with them and they are 
multihull friendly. The running is organised 
by runners and the routes are challenging. 
Runners have to carry kit and are 
scrutineered. 

nurture and protect the runners and fed 
them pasta. Runner No 1 substitute 
however succumbed to the charms of the 
sea and not much stayed down. Runner 
No 2 was made of sterner stuff and made 
himself useful on the traveller.

We went for a ferry glide, lee bow type 
tack across the tide at Start and stunningly 
found ourselves in second. Well we 
weren’t stunned but the cats don’t go to 
windward brigade must have been a bit 
surprised. The best thing about racing is 
that sometimes you do things that would 
normally seem naughty. So we, no I 
decided that we could put the small 
screecher up and just squeak round 
Prawle Point. 

Just, as they say, is good enough. Then 
with proficiency honed from sailing with 
Andy “change the sails” Sinclair we peeled 
screechers and ran down the mono that 
had the audacity to outpoint us. 

The rest for us was a doddle. We dropped 

the runners off at South Sands and went 
and found a mooring, tidied up and then 
“carbo loaded and rehydrated” whilst we 
waited for the boys to do their thing.

They were first back. So happy runners 
and happy sailors all went ashore and yes 
you guessed it we carbo loaded and 
rehydrated.  

The fairly ludicrous 0600 start on Sunday 
was knocked on the head in favour of a 
later start and shortened course as we 
had sunshine and light winds. Now on the 
start line Alison might have been guilty of 
a little bullying and might is right tactics 
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 Two-Handed Race

 
 Starting from

Plymouth  
 

Sunday 3 June 2018  
 

Save the Date  
 

he Royal Western Yacht Club is 
pleased to announce that the TRound Britain and Ireland, two 

handed race, will start from Plymouth on 
Sunday 3 June 2018. This will be the 
14th running of the legendary four 
yearly yacht race which was established 
in 1966 by the Cockershell hero Major 
Blondie Hasler.  The race comprises five 
legs totalling approximately 2000 miles. 
The course is sailed clockwise around 
the British Isles and Ireland leaving all 
islands and rocks to starboard. The race 
is open to professional and amateur 
yachtsmen in mono and multi-hulls from 
twenty eight feet up to fifty feet length 
overall.

The Round Britain and Ireland race is 
essentially five races in one with the 
results decided on accumulated time 
(IRC corrected).  The legs are relatively 
short stages of three or four days where 
time spent at the helm and minimum 
sleep has to be balanced with the need 
for solo watch keeping and precise  

Closing Date for Entries 31 March 2018

The Royal Western Yacht Club of England Limited 
Registered in England No: 05003686  Registered Office:  Queen Anne’s Battery, Plymouth PL4 0TW 

Tel: +44 (0)1752 660077   Fax: +44 (0)1752 224299   Email: admin@rwyc.org    Website: www.rwyc.org 

navigation.  The race record stands at 
fifteen days seven hours but sailors 
should allow about twenty three days to 
complete the event, including the four 
forty eight hour stopovers in Kinsale, 
Castle Bay, Lerwick and Lowestoft.  

The first leg from Plymouth to Kinsale in 
Southern Island is 230 miles long 
passing outside the Eddystone and 
Bishop Rock lights to finish at Bulman 
Rock. Kinsale Yacht Club is at the head 
of the accessible and safe harbour. 

After the 48hr stopover, competitors set 
sail on the second leg from Kinsale for 
Castle Bay on the island of Barra in the 
Outer Hebrides. The boats keep the 
Fastnet Rock to starboard at the 
beginning of the 440 mile second leg 
past the south and west coasts of 
Ireland. On arrival the fleet moors or 
anchors in Castle Bay.

Leg three covers a distance of 420 
miles. The yachts round Barra Head and 

sail north nor’ west 70 miles out into the 
Atlantic, aiming for the isolated volcanic 
archipelago of St Kilda. After St Kilda 
the competitors round Muckle Flugga 
and head to Lerwick, 61 degrees north 
latitude, on the island of Shetland.  The 
Lerwick Boating Club is the host for two 
days of jollity and warm hospitality. 

The longest leg four is 470 miles south 
from Lerwick to Lowestoft which is the 
most easterly point of the British Isles. 
The Royal Norfolk and Suffolk Yacht 
Club provides a very hospitable stop-
over. Family and friends find this port 
the most convenient to visit being the 
most accessible by land.

The final leg five of 305 miles is along 
the South Coast to Plymouth. This leg 
often proves to be where the podium 
places are decided due to the many 
tidal gates. The finish line is in Plymouth 
Sound off the RWYC Club House.

The Notice of Race and Entry Form can 
be found at the RWYC website.  Please 
contact the Race Director David Searle 
at support@rwyc.org mobile 
07921846000  or the RWYC Secretariat 
admin@rwyc.org for more details. 

Notice of Race to follow
For further information please contact the Race Director David Searle:

079218 246000 / rbandi@rwyc.org

  

Or the RWYC Secretariat on 01752 660077 / admin@rwyc.org
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For Multihull World (MHW) 2016 was a 
mixture of good and bad, with early sales 
in the year at record lows. However, by 
the middle of the year brokerage sales 
had resumed with vigour and by the end 
of the year total sales had exceeded 
almost every year since 2002. Perhaps 
even more 
important for 
owners of these 
multihulls, we 
found a gradual 
firming of price 
throughout the 
year and by year 
end many of the 
boats we sold were 
selling at, or near, 
their asking price!  
This hasn't been 
the case since 
2007/8.  This 
success has been 
so great that we 
are now very low 
on good used 
multihulls and so if 
you are 
considering a 
move to something 
else then this 
would be a good 
time to call!

The new boat sales front has also been 
quiet for a number of years but 2016 saw 
an improvement in that segment too. 
Here are the highlights:

Corsair Marine in 2016/17: One of our 
main dealerships is for the trimaran brand 
Corsair, and in 2016 we were again able 
to bring more of these great performance 
folding trimarans to the UK. Since their 

purchase by the Australian catamaran 
brand Seawind in 2012, Corsair have 
continued to produce their original range 
of folding trimarans but with more and 
more emphasis on updating the style and 
ease of handling but without losing 
performance. This evolutionary 

development has now been replaced by a 
series of new product releases, the first 
of which was the Pulse 600 – a totally 
new design and new segment for Corsair. 
Over 60 of these have been sold in its 
first year (including 5 ordered for the UK) 
and if you were at the MOCRA nationals 
you may have seen a couple of them. 
This totally new boat was designed by 
their new young French ex-VPLP 
designer who has also now designed the 

all new Dash 760 model. We saw boat 1 
at the Dusseldorf boat-show and we will 
be bringing a demo one into the UK 
during 2017. The new look is very 
“current” and, whilst incorporating many 
of the good features of the Dash 750 it 
replaces, it also strikes a new direction 

for the model and 
the brand. Next on 
the new 
introductions list 
will be a new C28 
– this model 
replacement is 
overdue and the 
new model 
drawings we have 
seen so far look 
very exciting – 
watch this space!

Outremer: This 
very successful 
French brand had 
another fantastic 
year in 2016, with 
orders now being 
taken for delivery 
of every model no 
earlier than 2018!  
Introduction of the 
4x version in April 
realised the 

ambition of the current Outremer 
directors to again produce a production 
racer model and this was demonstrated 
very effectively by the owner of the first 
one built. The full range of 45, 4x, 51, and 
5x have all seen great sales numbers 
during 2016 – it's just a shame that they 
all go off long distance cruising and we 
see very few of them here in the UK. In 
2017 Outremer's next challenge will be to 
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digest and turn around their 2016 
acquisition of the Gunboat brand. They 
have taken new premises in La Grande 
Motte and the first new model – a 58' 
designed by VPLP – is already underway 
with 4 having been sold off plans. The 
company also has orders  for the other 
legacy models that they intend to build 
and sell from the factory in France.

Broadblue: The Broadblue 345 model has 
been the most successful 10m 
catamaran built in Europe in the last 10 
years with sales in the UK, Germany, Italy 
and America but 2017 will see its 
replacement with the new 346 model. The 
design concept of the 346 is very similar 
– a 10m catamaran that combines true 
live-aboard capacity with a modest 
budget and exciting performance - but for 
2017 the new model will also include 
more engine options, with an outboard 
version available for the first time – 
together with a lower weight and a new 
and more sleek external appearance. 
During 2016 we enjoyed the opportunity 
to market test the latest Rapier 400 
Cabrio version here at MHW and despite 
some initial reservations it proved to be 
very easy to live with and to sail fast, with 
over 20 knots seen during the return trip 
from La Rochelle boat show. Whilst this 
isn't too hard with many multihulls with a 
following sea, the ease with which this 
R400 was able to attain and hold onto 
speeds over 12 knots in true wind speeds 
of less than 14 knots was a delight to 
experience. Our demo R400 has now 
gone on to her first owner, in Liverpool 

Marina. He had a lively trip up the Irish 
Sea in early January but seemed to enjoy 
the experience and sent us a screen shot 
of his log with a max speed of 23 knots! 

Seawind: A new entrant to European 
sales but not to Worldwide sales is the 
Australian brand Seawind. Hugely 
successful in the US and at home, only a 
few have made their way to Europe but 
we were able to present and demo one of 
them during 2016, which we then 
subsequently sold to a lovely Dutch 
couple. This brand is very much an owner 
brand and not a charter brand, like some 
of the others, and has some excellent 
features for warm waters sailing. Robustly 
built, lots of ventilation and lots of light the 
whole range are excellent for passage 
making and open water sailing in the Med 
or Carribean. The range also now 
includes a dagger board 11.90 sports 
version which seems to be finding 
considerable appeal. 2017 will see the 
launch of their flagship model, a Seawind 
50 model, which combines the light but 
stiff construction of the Corsair with the 
practical and style of the traditional 
Seawind designs. First showing will be at 
Cannes boatshow later in the year. The 
first 2 are sold but boat 3 is still currently 
available. 

During 2016 MHW attended several boat 
shows and other events and we plan a 
similar schedule for 2017. The main 
events are: 

La Grande Motte multihull boatshow – the 
largest collection of NEW multihulls for 

sale in the World with all the major 
brands represented. April 19th – 23rd

Emsworth Multihull Show – the oldest 
and still the largest pre-owned multihull 
show in Europe; April 28th to 1st May

Poole boatshow – A seaside event in the 
heart of Poole with shoreside and 
waterside exhibits – including 2 of our 
multihulls.  May 19th to 21st 

Portsmouth Multihull Show -  The largest 
collection of new multihulls in the UK – 
June 9th to 11th

ISC Round the Island race – we will 
again be competing in this annual event – 
July 1st

Multihull World Try-a-boat event – The 
opportunity to try a range of different 
multihulls, all in one place on one day. – 
July 15th and 16th   

We will also be attending the 
Southampton and La Rochelle 
boatshows again this year – more details 
of these and other events will be available 
on the MHW website at 
http://www.multihullworld.co.uk/diarydates
.asp

As you can see, much to look forward to 
in the Multihull World in 2017 and we look 
forward to seeing and meeting more of 
you out on the water during the year.

All the team at Multihull World - Audrey, 
Anne, Jonathan, Paul  and Mark
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Cruising the Scottish Highlands and Islands

n July 2015, I set off to circumnavigate 
the British Mainland in my Dragonfly 
920 Extreme, Wandering Glider. I have I
previously written about preparing for 

the trip before we set off, and about the 
first season’s sailing in 2015 during which 
we sailed from the Solent to Largs. We 
completed the circumnavigation in 2016. 
Although it was all good, the highlight 
was cruising in the Scottish Highlands 
and Islands, which I report on here.

With the boat out of the water at Fairlie, 
on the Firth of Clyde, and me based in 

the Solent, getting the boat 
checked, maintained and 
repaired provided rather 
more of a challenge than 
usual. I have found the 
marine industry is a mixed 
bag. Scotland is no different 
in this respect and finding 
reliable people to do the 
work was a bit of a lottery. I 
had a rigger who tried to 
persuade me that my new 
standing rigging needed 
replacement, and an 
outboard specialist who 
successfully sold a replacement part to 
me that was not required. However, other 
tradesmen were reliable and did good 
work, and the yard at Fairlie were very 
helpful.

Before setting out I sought local 
knowledge from Gordon Baird and Alan 
Rankin about where some of the best 
places to go were, and gained valuable 
advice. By Easter Wandering Glider was 
back in the water and berthed at Largs, 
next door to Fairlie, and I was keen to set 
off. However, I had not counted on the 

weather in Scotland in April (the sailing 
season there really does not start till 
May) and a few teething problems.

My friends at Hill Head Sailing Club are 
hardy souls, and David Vines and Paul 
Drew both came for a week’s sailing 
during April. David was first up, but we 
had a problem as soon as we left the 
dock because the outboard failed into 
tick-over before we left the marina. 
Fortunately, the winds were light and tick-
over was sufficient to get back to the 
dock. It turned out the clip that holds the 
throttle cable in place had unclipped, and 

Matthew West, Wandering Glider

David Vines on the helm.
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the cable had disconnected. We looked at 
the clutch cable, and refitted the clip in 
the same way. Our next attempt was in 
more wind, and the clip came undone 
again. This time-tick over was not 
enough, and we had to get the genoa out. 
Fortunately, our pontoon was a linear 
one, but the lane was still quite narrow, 
with the wind blowing us off the dock and 
towards the marina wall. We rapidly ran 
out of room along the dock, requiring us 
to tack, assisted by oars from the dinghy. 
We got lines to some helpful owners 
ashore, and finally made ourselves 
secure. David was able to create a 
temporary bodge with some garden wire, 
but it was not until I returned home at the 
end of the month and dropped in to the 
Honda dealers at Swanwick that I 
discovered the real problem was the two 
clips went on the opposite ways round. 
Not exactly intuitive. With combinations of 
too much or no wind, we only managed 

two days sailing 
each week, but did 
manage a good 
sail round the Isle 
of Bute, taking in 
the very beautiful 
Kyles of Bute each 
week.

My wife, Lydia, was 
also going to sail 
with me for a week 
in April, but she 
does not enjoy the 
cold weather and I 
suggested we had 
a week in Tenerife 
instead, which she 
readily accepted. 
Then for the last 
week in April my 
son, David, joined 
us and we set off 
for real. Lydia 
particularly wanted 
to go through the 
Crinan Canal, so 
we headed for 
Tarbert and the 
next day to 
Ardrishaig into a 
F4-6 north westerly. 
There we folded up 
and entered the 
Crinan Canal 
staying at 
Ardrishaig 
overnight.

Transiting canals 
means you have to 
take consideration 
of how you are 
going to fender in a 
dock rising or 
falling against a 
wall. I had prepared 
fender boards, the 
traditional 
approach, but local 
sailors I met 
advised that large 
fenders hung 
horizontally were a 

good choice. Since I had some, I chose 
this option and it worked well. You also 
need lines you can easily lengthen or 
shorten as you rise or fall. It’s not hard, 
but you do need to be prepared.

We were fortunate to go through the 
Crinan canal with another yacht that had 
some friends helping them with managing 
the locks, and for the busiest parts of the 
canal there were lock staff on hand who 
were very helpful. By the evening we 
were at the basin at Crinan. However, it 
was also starting to snow, so we booked 
into a holiday cottage for a couple of 
nights until it blew over.

A temporary repair to the throttle cable.

In a lock on the Crinan Canal.

Mull from the Sound of Jura.
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Finally, we left Crinan and sailed 
up the Sound of Jura, past 
Corryvreckan, up the Sound of 
Luing, and Firth of Lorn to 
Dunstaffnage Marina, just north 
east of Oban. The view of the 
snow on the mountains of Mull 
was stunning, and we had a 
cracking sail in a northerly F4-5.

We left the boat for just over a 
week to catch up on the rest of 
our lives, returning with Jan 
Sullivan, a friend and colleague 
who also sails, to join us for the 

rest of June. We also found our broken 
Windex in our cockpit with a note saying it 
had been returned after being blown 
across the marina in a gale a few days 
before. The chandlery was able to provide 
a replacement, but we decided to defer 
installing it, since we had folded up, and 
climbing a mast on a folded Dragonfly is 
not recommended.

On a previous visit, we had charted a 

yacht from Dunstaffnage and sailed anti-
clockwise round Mull to Staffa, before 
returning. So this time we decided to sail 
round Mull in a clockwise direction, with 
the aim of taking in Iona and Coll before 
heading to the Outer Hebredes. We had a 
late start, setting off at 1100hrs aiming for 
Bunessan in a bay on the north side of 
the Ross of Mull and near Iona. Initially 
we had a good sail under spinnaker with 
a ENE F4-6, but this reduced significantly 

as we entered the sound of Iona. 
However, we were still able to 
make reasonable progress and 
by 2000hrs we were on a 
mooring at Bunessan.

The next day was perfect for a 
visit to Iona, with light winds and 
sun in the sky, so we made the 
short sail round to Iona, 
anchoring off and taking the 
dinghy ashore north of the 
cathedral. We spent the day 
walking round the island and 
visiting the cathedral before 

returning to Bunessan.

Our next stop was to be Arinagour, Coll, a 
short hop, which we made via Staffa and 
the Treshnish Isles. It was as well it was 
only some 20 nm because the wind was 
variable, from ENE F2 around Staffa to N 
F4 as we approached Coll. As it 
happened, Gordon Baird was visiting 
Staffa on a tourist boat as we were 
passing, and took some photos of us. We 

Off Staffa, heading towards the Treshnish Islands (photo courtesy Gordon Baird).

Wandering Glider anchored off Iona.

On a mooring at Bunessan.

Staffa.

Iona.

Cruising the Scottish Highlands and Islands

36



opted to sail through the channel 
between the Treshnish Isles, made more 
interesting because it was a beat and the 
channel is only 50m wide in places with 
rocks all around. When we arrived at 
Arinagour we picked up a mooring, and 
went ashore. That evening there was a 
Cayleigh in the local hall, which Lydia and 
I attended, and the next day we topped 
up on rations and went for a walk.

We had hoped to head next to Castlebay 
on Barra, but the wind was a NW F4-5, 
which was going to give us some 60 nm 
of unpleasant sailing, so we opted for 
Arisaig instead, to the NE and only some 
25 nm away, and a very pleasant sail.

This is one of the lessons of the West 
Coast of Scotland – you should not be 

too fixed in where you are going. Almost 
wherever you are, and whatever the wind 
direction, there are delightful places to go 
with a favourable wind. There are so 
many places to see, that you have no 
chance of seeing them all. Indeed, I met 
one sailor who had been sailing these 
waters for 20 years, and still had places 
he had not been to on his wish list. So 
you might as well visit a beautiful place 
that is an easy sail away as another that 
is a hard sail away.

Arisaig has a tricky entrance for the first 
timer, and we were pleased to have the 
Antares chart to keep us out of trouble, 
but once inside there is plenty of choice 
of moorings, or space to anchor.

Arisaig (by the way, -aig is pronounced -
egg) has a railway station, and with 
strong winds forecast the next day, Lydia 
decided it was a good opportunity to visit 
Fort William and go up the ski-lift to enjoy 
the views. We then made the short hop to 
Mallaig, which we reached just as the 
weather closed in for a good downpour. 
The weather was looking poor for a 
couple of days, so the next day Lydia and 
I took the train back to Largs to pick up 
the car, and bring it back to Mallaig where 
all three of us took a couple of days for 
sightseeing, first to the castle at Eilean 
Donnan and the following day a tour of 
Sky before returning to Mallaig by ferry 
(which was remarkably cheap).

Whilst we were passing, we looked in at 
two of the popular stopping places in 
Loch Alsh, Kyle Aken and Kyle of 
Lochalsh. They both struck us as offering 
relatively poor shelter and being noisy 
and busy, so when we looked at 
alternatives for the next day, we decided it 
was worth stretching to Plockton, just 6-7 
nm up Loch Carron, where sheltered 
moorings were available.

Mallaig was as far north as Lydia wished 
to go, so she took the car home, whilst Antares Chart showing passage through the Treshnish Islands.

Wandering Glider moored at Arinagour, Coll.
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Jan and I carried on. We were blessed 
with a week of good weather that saw us 
sailing every day from Mallaig to 
Scrabster. The wind was from the north or 

north east, which meant we were close 
hauled most of the time, but we had 
relatively little tacking to do, and 
manageable distances to sail.

First stop was Plockton, a delightful spot 
where we picked up a mooring. We ate at 
one of the local pubs, and on our way 
back encountered midges for the first 

Antares Chart of the entrance to Arisaig.

Lydia and Jan on the dock with Wandering Glider at Mallaig in the rain.
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time at the water’s edge. We were 
generally not troubled by midges 
throughout our Scottish adventures, 
Neptune’s Staircase on the Caledonian 
Canal being the only other time we 
noticed them.

The next morning was quiet enough that I 
went up the mast to replace the Windex 
at last, before we set off to Gairloch in 
light and variable winds. We picked up a 
mooring in Loch Schieldag, at the end 
and on the south side of Gairloch, and we 
had a meal that evening in Shieldag 
Lodge, which is the best meal we had 
throughout our travels, from a limited 
menu of simple food cooked to perfection. 
Don’t miss out if you are passing.

In the morning we went across to 
Flowerdale Bay to pay our mooring dues 
and have a good chinwag with the 
harbourmaster, learning much about life 
in the Highlands. We then set off on the 
30 nm to Loch Ewe, again in light winds. 
We anchored off Inverewe Gardens 
before going ashore to Poolewe to eat. 

The following day we visited the gardens 
in the morning before heading to the 
Summer Isles just some 20 nm away in a 
NE F4. Here we anchored between 
Tanera Beg and Eilean Fada Mor with 
just one other yacht. Indeed, throughout 
our Scottish ventures it was unusual to 
see other yachts. 

The Antares Charts were again very 
useful in picking a spot to anchor. We 
settled for the little inlet marked, sitting 
back into it with the NE F4, with just 
enough swinging room in every direction 
with a bridle set on the anchor.

It was here that we had our wildlife 
highlight, because although we had seen 
seals at Arinagour, Harbour Porpoises on 
a number of occasions, and a good 
variety of sea birds, here we were 
suddenly aware of a bird of prey sawing 
above us. We did not recognise it 
immediately, so out came the binoculars 
to confirm that it was a Golden Eagle, 
certainly the first I have seen in the wild.

The marina at Mallaig.

Kyle Rhea.

Wandering Glider on a mooring at Plockton.
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In the morning we faced initially light 
easterly winds, but increasing to NE F6, 
giving us a beat under two reefs past 
Stoer Head to Kinlochbervie. On the way, 
we past Handa Island, a famous bird 
sanctuary, and certainly the number and 
variety of sea birds we saw there was 
greater than anywhere else on our 
travels. It was 1800 before we were tied 
up at Kinlochbervie.

 We were a little surprised to find four or 
five yachts at Kinlochbervie, which is a 
very remote place, but it is also the 
jumping off point for boats heading north, 
to Iceland or the Faroes, as well as those 
doing a circumnavigation like us. We 
found one of them, like us, was going 
round the top.

Looking at the wind and tides, with a NE 
F4, suggested that we should go for 
Scrabster. We would be close hauled all 
the way, but it would be mostly starboard 
tack to Cape Wrath, and mostly port tack 
thereafter. We also had Loch Eribol we 
could take shelter in if necessary.

We were on our way by 0800, early for 
us, but late enough to be the last to leave. 

We found the sea 
state was reasonable 
all the way, even off 
Cape Wrath. By 1230 
we were off Loch 
Eribol, so it was a 
simple decision to 
carry on. The north 
coast of Scotland has 
a distinct character, 
for whilst it is largely 
cliffs, it does not have 
the mountains of the 
West Coast 
dominating the sky 
line.

As we approached 
Scrabster, the wind 
came round to the 
east, and we had a 
beat for the last 10 
miles or so. We finally 
arrived at Scrabster a 
little after 1900.

Scrabster is useful 
because it is the 
other side of a small 

bay from Thurso, which has a railway 
station, and so this was where Jan was to 
leave me, and my cousin, Richard, join 
me for the trip to Inverness.

Whilst we had not had the weather to get 
to the Outer Hebrides, we did now have 
good weather for a side trip to the Orkney 
Islands. We had a cracking sail to 
Stromness initially in a SE F4-5. With the 
Code 0 up, we were regularly hitting 
15kts. We hove to for lunch off the Old 
Man of Hoy, taking in the views, before 
moving on to the channel between Hoy 
and Mainland, where we were repeatedly 
hit by gusts up to F7, causing us to 
rapidly shorten sail before entering 
Stromness Harbour.

A beautiful sunset over Loch Schieldag, Gairloch.

Wandering Glider anchored of Interewe Gardens.

Antares Chart of the anchorage at Tanera Beg.

Cont. - Cruising the Scottish Highlands and Islands

42



The Orkneys are particularly beautiful 
islands, very green and fertile, with the 
long summer days making them very 
productive. We spent a day touring the 
island in particular visiting Kirkwall, where 
they were preparing to commemorate the 
Battle of Jutland.

We left through Scarpa Flow, entering the 
Pentland Firth between Swona and South 
Ronaldsay. Now the Pentland Firth has 
the reputation of being a fierce stretch of 
water with strong and dangerous 
currents. However, we entered at slack 
water, at neaps, and with moderate 
breeze. The water was flat and as the tide 

turned we had 2-3 knots of 
tide carrying us towards 
Wick.

Wick seemed rather a bleak 
place, in contrast to 
Helmsdale, our next stop, a 
very attractive seaside 
village. However, we 
entered close to low water, 
and the rudder kicked up 
catching the outboard, 
which took a chunk out of it. 
Once ashore we carried out 
a temporary repair to get us 
to Inverness.

The trip down to Inverness 
saw light winds which made 
for a long day’s sailing, but 
we were rewarded by being 
met by the pod of dolphins 
often seen near Fort 
George.

Inverness is the capital of 
the Highlands. It is the 
nearest city to anywhere 

even on the West Coast of Scotland, 
rather than say Glasgow from Oban 
northwards. Worth knowing if you are 
travelling to these parts.

Having arrived, we removed the rudder 
whilst it was still light, and then found 
some food. The next day we set 
off south (Richard had brought 
his car up to Inverness). I was 
dropped off at Stoke with the 
rudder to catch the train home, 
and some of the most delightful 
sailing I have ever done was 
over.

I have set up a Facebook page 
for Wandering Glider, which has 
daily reports, photos, and short 
video clips if you want to know 

more: 
www.facebook.com/wanderingglider. You 
don’t need to join Facebook to view 
these.

Matthew West                              
Wandering Glider

Kinlochbervie

Old Man of Hoy.

Helmsdale Harbour.

Scrabster harbour.

Damage to Wandering Glider's rudder.
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cockpit where they are 
managed from the 
primary and secondary 
winches. The other 
concern is protecting the 
hulls from the walls of the 
locks as you rise and fall 
in them. The traditional 
way to do this is with 
fender boards, but I have 
found that large fenders 
slung horizontally are a 
good solution. They keep 
you well off the wall, and 
have enough weight not 
to ride up.

Most of the rise and fall is 
dealt with by three flights 
of locks at Muirtown in 
Inverness, Fort Augustus 
(at the south end of Loch 
Ness) and at Benavie (at 
the south end of the 
canal) better known as 

n our cruise round the British 
Mainland, we had reached 
Inverness having gone round the O

top of Scotland. However, my wife Lydia, 
wanted to explore the Caledonian Canal. 
So after a break at home we did a round 
trip of the Caledonian Canal.

We entered the canal through the 
Clachnaharry Sea Lock at 14:00, where 
we bought a seven day pass, before 
berthing at the Seaport Marina having 
already passed through two locks and one 
bridge. Boats whose beam is more than 
half their length are charged extra, but it 
includes berthing whilst you are in the 
canal, so is still good value.

When you are travelling through locks that 
do not have floating docks, you need to 
have both a way to shorten or lengthen 
your mooring lines as you rise and fall in 
the dock. We set up snatch blocks for the 
mooring lines on the rear beam and the 
bow to bring the mooring lines to the 

Cruising the Caledonian Canal

Wandering Glider in Muirtown Locks.

Mooring arrangements for locks.
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Cruising the Caledonian Canal
Neptune’s Staircase. There 
are other locks, but they 
are single flight.

We set off mid-morning the 
next day going up the 
Muirtown Flight of locks 
and we motored to Loch 
Ness via Loch Dochfour. 
The canal links together 
many lochs, but in practice 
it is only Loch Ness, at 
almost 20 nm long that is 
really sailable, but this 
alone is about 40% of the 
total distance. Loch Lochy 
at 7.5 nm long is next. The 
good news was that the 
wind was from the NE, 
right behind us, so we had 
a good run up Loch Ness 
to Fort Augustus, where 
we arrived at 19:45. Loch 
Ness is famous, but I had 
not expected it to be quite 
as bleak and forbidding as 
it was. However, it was a 
good sail with the wind 
behind us and the 
spinnaker up.

The Caledonian Canal is a 
busy tourist destination, 
with passenger cruises on 
ships like the Jacobite, 
motor cruisers for private 
hire, barges running 
canoeing holidays, and 
walking holidays available. 
Fort Augustus is a tourist 
destination in its own right. 
We were much 
photographed as we went 
up the flight of locks the 
next day.

The Jacobite Queen taking passengers to Fort Augustus.

Fort Augustus looking up the flight of locks.

On the dock at Fort Augustus with Loch Ness behind.
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With the flights of locks, you need to know 
what the timetable is, because the cycle 
from taking a lock full of boats up, and 
then another lock full of boats down the 
flight is a couple of hours at least. We had 
missed the early lock up, so had a wait of 
a couple of hours till 11:00 to go up the 
flight of locks. We motored along the canal 
and Loch Oich, before fetching up at Lock 
Laggan for the night. It was here we 
discovered we had run out of gas, so we 
stayed at a local hotel, the Glengarry 
Castle Hotel overlooking Loch Oich.

We had a slow start again the next day, 
taking full advantage of the breakfast 
served by the hotel before going through 
Laggan Lock at 11:00 before sailing along 
Loch Lochy with the wind still behind us to 
Gairlochy where we stopped for lunch. We 
then carried on along the canal to 
Benavie. For a while we had enough wind 
to blow Wandering Glider along with just 
the genoa up at a knot or two, with 
swallows swooping around us.

Once we arrived, we set off in search of 
gas, which we were able to find a short 
taxi ride away at a camp site. The weather 
was glorious with clear views of Ben 
Nevis. The following day we went down 
Neptune’s Staircase – and then back up 
again, just to say we had done it. We 
found some midges in the locks, only the 
second time we had experienced any 
since our arrival in Scotland. We were 
prepared, and had opted for Avon’s “Oh 

Cruising the Caledonian Canal

The ruins of Invergarry Castle in the grounds of Glengarry Castle Hotel.

Ben Nevis from Neptune's Staircase.

Wandering Glider on the dock at Benavie above Neptune's Staircase.
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Cruising the Caledonian Canal
So Soft” moisturising cream. This is 
applied as a barrier, rather than as a 
repelant.  You spray it on, but don’t rub it 
in. It seemed to be effective.

It took almost two hours to descend 
Neptune’s Staircase, and we made the 
short trip to Corpach Basin where the sea 
lock is for lunch. After lunch we turned 
round to return up Neptunes Staircase.
As we turned round, so did the wind, with 
it now coming from the SW. We tried hard 
not to complain, and after staying 
overnight at the top of Neptune’s 
Staircase, we set off for the return trip 
through sailing through Loch Lochy to Fort 
Augustus. We had the company of a 
fishing boat behind us through Loch Lochy 
when we were under sail, but under motor 
through Loch Oich they overtook us, and 
when we arrived at Cullochy Lock we 
found them standing off the waiting potoon 
playing at lassooing a bollard, with a fiver 
for anyone who succeeded.

When we arrived at Fort Augustus, we 
were too late to lock down and it was 
rather busy, but we eventually found a 
corner where we could tie up. We had a 
slow start the next day. Two of the barges 
that support canoeing were changing over, 
so we had to wait whilst one locked up, 
and the other locked down before it was 
our turn at 11:30. Although the wind was 
behind us, it had also piped up with up to 
SW F7 forecast. So for Loch Ness we 
opted for genoa only, which turned out to 
give us a pleasant sail at around 8 knots 
up the loch. When we got to Urquhart Bay, 
we took a detour into it and got a close 

Neptune's Staircase from the bottom with the bridges open and a large yacht coming out.

Barges changing over at the top of the Fort Augustus Locks.

Neptune's Staircase from the bottom with the railway bridge closed and "The Jacobite" crossing.
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look at Urquhart Castle. Some of the 
motor cruisers were having a rough time 
and took shelter there. We were glad to be 
going the right way.

After exiting Loch Ness we were just in 
time to go through the locks and bridges 
above Muirtown Locks, but had to moor 
above them over night. The following 
morning we went down through Muirtown 
Locks and through the bridge to Corpach. 
Lydia collected the car and drove to 
Lossiemouth whilst I went out through the 
sea lock at 13:30 and sailed to 
Lossiemouth, arriving at 19:15.

If you were in a hurry and fortunate, I think 
you could probably get through the 
Caledonian Canal in two days, but it takes 
luck to get through more than one of the 
long flights in a day, and it is easy to be 
held up at many places, so allowing three 
days is prudent. However, what it means 
for yachtsmen located near either end of 
the canal is that you can easily choose 
either coast for a cruise, and avoid bad 

weather or take 
advantage of 
favourable weather as 
a result. There is also 
plenty to see on the 
way, so it all makes 
part of a cruise. We 
certainly enjoyed it.

Matthew West
Wandering Glider

Cruising the Caledonian Canal

Helming down Loch Ness just out of Fort Augustus.

Loch Ness.

Urquhart Castle.
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Corsair European Multihull Championship

he CEMC 2016 – Corsair 
European Multihull Championship 
– race has been successfully T
completed.

We were 7 trimarans at the start, two 
didn´t manage to come to Italy.

For the trimarans the race began with the 
gathering of all boats at Marina Sant 
Andrea on Wednesday, 4th May. In the 
evening we held the welcome party at the 
Marina Restaurant “Ma.ri”. The party was 
attended by all crews and nearly all 
Sponsors: Zam Bevan-Corsair Marine, 
Andreas Hofmaier-SAYG, Richard 
Mueller-Erwin Sattler and the Marina 
Staff from Marina Sant Andrea.

For Thursday a short feeder race from 
Marina Sant Andrea Harbour entrance 
(called Porto Buso) to Caorle, the start of 
the race (distance 18nm) was planned. 

The start of this “race” was at 11:45 with 
a moderate NE-ly breeze. This was a 
good opportunity for all boats to check 
their downwind sails and organize the 
crew work. After three 
hours all boats arrived at 
Caorle, Marina 4. The 
CEMC was hosted by 
the CNSM-Circolo 
Nautico Porto Santa 
Margherita at Caorle. 
The CNSM organizes 
“La Duecento” a 200nm 
race since 22 years. The 
race course is in the 
northern adriatic from 
Caorle (Gulf of Venice) 
to Grado (Gulf of Trieste) 
to the Island of Susak 
(Croatia) and back to 
Caorle. The start is on 
Friday around noon, the 

time limit is on Sunday at 20:00.

This year’s race saw 77 boats at the start, 
the 7 trimarans were racing under the 
MOCRA rule. The start saw hardly any 
wind as the Sea Breeze had not yet 
arrived, but after some time it started to 
fill in and the boats started moving and 
we saw spinnakers and screechers on all 
trimarans. The safe water mark off Grado 
was passed by late afternoon, Lazy 
(CRUZE 970XL) of Richard Mueller was 
first boat followed by Silver Chiller 
(Corsair 37RS) of Georg Kretz (with Zam 
Bevan as part of the crew), SAYG I of 
Andreas Hofmaier, Hikari (Corsair 28EC) 
of Berk Plathner (with Werner Stolz, 
Corsair Germany as crew) and Triohe (F-
9AXR) of Stefan Lichtmannegger. After 
the passage of Grado the wind nearly 
completly died and a long night with a 
patchy land breeze began.

The next morning saw all trimarans near 
the southern tip of Istria (Croatia) within 
10nm and Triohe leading the pack. Now 
the crossing of the Kvarner bay down to 
the Island of Susak began. The expected 
Sea Breeze was 4-8kn from SW and it 
was already late afternoon on Saturday 
when the first trimaran Lazy turned 
around Susak. Overall the trimarans did a 
good job against the mostly much bigger 
monohulls, Lazy on 11th, Silver Chiller 
14th, Hikari 16th, Triohe 18th and SAYG I 
22 boat out 77.

Now the way back to Caorle began, it 
was already Saturday evening and some 
boats retired because they were afraid of 
getting back too late on Sunday and for 
work on Monday. The following night saw 
again a weak breeze from land turning 
later to SE as predicted. When the sun 
came up this SE wind started to build to 
14kn and all boats were flying their 
downwind sails. To the surprise of all 
trimarans Hikari was now leading with 
SAYG I, Silver Chiller and Triohe not far 
behind. Now with only 25nm from the 
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2017 Corsair
European Multihull Championship

finish the race for line honours was on. Hikari 
was fighting hard but in the end Silver Chiller 
came out of the mist and crossed the finish 
line 4 minutes ahead of Hikari, Triohe came 
third and SAYG I fourth on elapsed time, but 
Line honours went to Silver Chiller. All 
trimarans arrived within 10 minutes after 
200nm and more over all of us were under 
the first 20 boats of the whole fleet.

In the evening the rest of the Trimaran fleet 
met at Marina Sant Andrea for dinner and 
price giving.

First ship home: Corsair 37RS Silver Ÿ
Chiller, Georg Kretz

First ship on corrected time and winner Ÿ
of Erwin Sattler Clock Navis 24: Corsair 
28EC Hikari, Berk Plathner

Second ship on corrected time and Ÿ
winner of Erwin Sattler Clock Navalis: 
Corsair CRUZE 970 SAYG I, Andreas 
Hofmaier

Third ship on corrected time: Corsair Ÿ
37RS Silver Chiller, Georg Kretz

Fourth ship on corrected time: F-9AXR Ÿ
Triohe, Stefan Lichtmannegger

DNF: Lazy, Tabea & BoonŸ

Corsair European Multihull Championship & 
2017 Corsair European Multihull 
Championship articles by                  
Andreas Hofmaier

e are already busy planning this year’s 2nd CEMC edition. This time 
all communication vehicles shall be in English and German. We Wwould be absolutely delighted to host any participants from the U.K. 

As an innovation we are planning to do the CEMC 2017 as a race series 
covering various races in the Adriatic over the coming sailing season. Final 
details are currently under discussion.

These three well established races will definitely be part of the CEMC 2017 
race series:

La Duecento (200 sm)
May 5th - 7th, 2017
See: http://www.cnsm.org/
Please note: their new website
is currently under construction.
Start & finish is in Caorle (Italy)

La Cinqucento (500 sm)
May 28th - June 3rd, 2017
See: http://www.cnsm.org/
Please note: their new website
is currently under construction.
Start & finish is in Caorle (Italy)
(Similar to La Duecento)

1000 Islands Race (600 sm)
Sept. 14th - 24th, 2017
See: http://scor.hr/regate/2017e/tir.htm
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North Brittany to South Brittany.

We kept Macavity, our Iroquois catamaran, 
on its temporary berth in Plouer, near St 
Malo, River Rance for a year. We had a 
wonderful time visiting the beautiful 
harbours of North Brittany, the Rose 
Coast, and Cote de Granit Rose.

But all good things must come to an end. 
The owner of our berth needed it back, so 
we were on our way south, where we had 
arranged a berth at La Roche Bernard, 
South Brittany.

We took the mast down and went through 
the Chandelier lock, at St Samson and 
then into the Rance Villaine canal.  The 
rain was heavy but the trip south through 
the canal more memorable because of it. 
South of Rennes the sun came out. The 
first day to Evran, the second day, through 
the Hede flight of locks. The rain was 
torrential; the lock keepers – mostly 
teenage girls – were soaking wet, cycling 
between their locks. The job seems to be a 
family thing, someone has to do it and I 
guess whoever is available has to go out 
in the rain. We arrived at Guipel, just 
upstream of Hede, at 1900.

Next day, a 9 am start, through Rennes by 
5 pm and on to Pont Rehan by 8 pm; 
thanks to the lock keepers working late for 
us.  Not much to say about the days run, 
as the rain was so heavy that you couldn't 
see much as the visibility was so poor. 
There are moorings at Rennes, which may 
be safe enough. However, better moorings 
can be found through the lock on the 
south side, taking the stbd branch after the 
low bridge, coming out of the lock. Free 
moorings, I believe. 

Again, 9AM start, a long day to Redon, we 
passed the full service marina at Messac 
at 1400 and arrived at Redon 1900. The 
sun came out, the sky was blue and it was 
a beautiful day. Though we did fish a 
drowning man out the water while waiting 
for the lock at Plechatel, when he fell out 
of his fishing canoe up current from the 
weir. 

We lost 2 hrs to put up the mast at Redon, 
with the port crane, 27 euros, and then 
lost a couple more hours waiting for the 
swing bridge 1 hr. downstream of Redon, 
to open. Eventually we arrived in La 
Roche Bernard at 1800.

It was always our intention to take our time 

on this run, but it 
was not to be. It is 
worth lingering over 
every part of it. Also, 
it's worth knowing 
the canal can and 
does close for 
weeks from time to 
time , due to 
flooding or lack of 
water, and is 
completely closed 
Nov to April. It is 
said to be a week's 
run but we did it in 4 
days. The locks are 
85 ft x 14'9” ft wide, 
perfect for us. Depth 
is about 4 ft, air draft 

8ft. Lock keepers' hours 9 till 6 with 1 hr. 
for lunch. Kingfishers and swifts can be 
seen in the upper reaches, proceeding 
south the Deer are on the edge of the 
woodland, Red Kites and Buzzards are in 
the air, and Egrets on the bank. The 
Coypu can be seen swimming and on their 
way home to the burrows in the bank after 
a day's fishing. Elegant Herons are on the 
shore. The French Carte Guides are good, 
but the free booklet that can be picked up 
from the marina in Cherbourg is excellent, 
brief, and to the point.

The only crane on the River Rance, 
without going out through the St. Malo sea 
lock, is owned by Oliver Lemoine, 
0296391117, Chantier Naval Celtique 
based near the St. Samson marina. There 
is one at the Marina Sablons on the East 
side of the estuary, needing a 3 mile open 
water passage.

South Brittany

The passage down river from La Roche 
Bernard to the Anzal lock is 1½ hrs. The 
lock opens on the hour and usually fits 
everyone in!!

Then it is a further 1 to 2 hrs down river, 

North Brittany to South Brittany
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and it's worth getting the tides right as 
they run at a couple of knots. So it was 
with us, we were out with the tide but 
reticent to slog into the SW'ly, forecast to 
come NE tomorrow. So instead set course 
south, a close reach to Pirac. An all tide 
harbour, lovely, bright sunshine and blue 
skies. A music festival, a good berth, a 
good harbour and a good start!! A Reggae 
band called Brez Irie played on the quay, 
while the main act was getting ready in the 
town square. We hiked around to explore, 
many small streets and many tourists. 
Perhaps too many. 

The next day opened just as lovely but 
with NE'lies! Yahoo!! So we set course 
west, keeping clear of the offlying rocks. 
NE force 3, calm seas. We anchored for 
swims off the first island, Hoedic, then 
tried for the harbour in island 2, Houat, but 
only long lines up to the very high quay 
from buoys and a few rafts of yachts and 
nowhere to get ashore: pretty hopeless. 
So on to Belle Isle for tea, Sauzon port in 
the NE tip avoids the melee of traffic in the 
only other port, Le Palais. There are large 
rafts of yachts in the outer deep-water 
harbour, here at Sauzon but the inner 
drying harbour is better. Our ½ m draft 
made us the first in and we took a berth 
on the south side, which looked like it 

would keep us afloat. 

Ashore for ice creams at Creperie Glacier 
des Embruns, sightseeing in town, but it 
was a bit late to see the island, and we 
wanted to get to the West before the wind 
shifted, so we left next morning. 

Next, Ile de Croix. Lovely day, blue skies, 
NE3, anchored for lunchtime swims but no 
room in the harbour, so on to Port Manech 
and up river with the flood to Pont Aven, 
arriving 2 hrs before HW. 

The River Aven is indeed a lovely river. 
There were kids playing on the mud flats 
(unlikely but true) the river getting smaller 
and smaller, trees overhanging, and 
though the berths by the ladders were 
taken, we could moor by the slipway for 
getting on and off without a problem. We 
went off to the town, the mill, and the 
waterwheel, which were all quite 
impressive, and to the Crepery de Port for 
tea and Crepes. This waterwheel is the 
subject of one of Gauguin's most famous 
paintings from 1894, and it's all still there. 
So many artists were here, inspired by the 
lovely river valley and town.

To stay or not to stay. Tomorrow would be 

a bit of a mess if we stayed, as we'd lose a 
day waiting for the tide, and the sea bed 
may or may not be OK for drying out. So 
we left at dusk, drifting down on the ebb to 
pick up a buoy in the dark, at the river 
entrance, ready for the morning. 

Daybreak and yes, a lovely day, NE F3, A 
gentle sail round the corner into the Bay 
de la Foret. Port la Foret is in the north 
corner of the bay, but instead we chose 
the historic old town of Concarneau. A 
lovely town. A music festival was on here, 
but too many tourists! We hiked the short 
distance around the natural harbour, along 
the Quay Pernerhoff and across the 
drawbridge to the walled old town – the 
Ville Close- for dinner and sightseeing. 
There is a museum dedicated to the 
fishing fleets that once worked here, and 
many cafes and tourist shops. Trina 
bought a blue china fish, it's a shame I 
broke it on the way home!! There was a 
rock band in town, which we didn't watch, 
and a Breton band outside, “Micamac”.

Next day, you guessed it, was another 
beautiful day with a NE F3 giving a 
following wind to the Gleneans, where we 
anchored in the lee of one of the many 
Atolls found about 9 miles offshore. These 
islands are stunning, like part of the 
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Caribbean or Pacific islands somehow 
here in the North Atlantic. I guess in the 
rain it just wouldn't be the same! There is 
a sailing club on one of the larger islands 
and buoys laid for yachts. Then in the 
evening, northbound for our last stop west, 
Benodet. 

We found a sandy river, and anchored in 
the approaches for swims, then up to the 
excellent marina. Cross tides can be 
deceptive though. We hiked to town, 
watched a beautiful bride at the ancient 
Breton church, did a tour in an open 
tourist road train, walked back on the path 
by the river, and met a lovely couple, 
working in one of the local hotels. We took 
each other's photos. If only I could find the 
picture now! 

The question now was, what next? It 
would be possible to go west, and 
continue port hopping to Brest, but with 
only a day till a change in the weather, 
coming westerly, would it be prudent? 
There was a storm coming in west Brittany 
and the Channel, we had a plan to get to 
the last race in Cowes week, but instead 
turned east, the last day of calm seas and 
Northerlies, to Lorient. 

Stopping at Ile de Croix, we found no 
room again. So we went to Lorient, 
opposite the submarine pens, Porte de 
Plaisance du Kernevel, as the grey skies 
built. We had hard rain and strong winds 
as we waited for better weather. 

Days past at Villa Margaret, just outside 
the dock, by the east facing beach. This 
wonderful café is straight out of the 
1940's, we love it. 

The wind subsides to a SW 15kts. We 
sailed into the 2 meter swell, motored 
down the river channel with the outboard 
cavitating badly, then set a reefed main 
and ¼ rolled jib. We could just lay the east 
channel on stbd tack, hammering into the 
seas with waves regularly over the 
coachroof. We were so wet it was silly.

Anyway, we were on a close reach and 
going like a train, 7 knots and seas 2 to 3 
meters when clear of the channel. Only 
one other yacht was out: we passed a 40 
footer on his way to Lorient, mostly 
invisible in the troughs, just a deep reefed 
roller jib to be seen. 

Thankfully, the decreasing wind eased the 
water coming aboard and we made 
landfall at Quiberon. We slowed as we 
approached the channel into the bay, and 
really slowed as the strong ebb against 
the wind peaked the swells to 4 meters 
plus. At last we were in the dock at Port 
Halguen at the last of the twilight. 

It's a short 8 mile leg from Port Haguen to 
the channel into the Golf de Morbihan 

catching the LW slack 1½ hrs after LW 
Port Navalo, entering at 1300.  The first 
rock, Grand Mouton should be left to stbd, 
then follow the channel. HW Vannes was 
1908; we went for the 1730 bridge up to 
Vannes.  There is a mooring pontoon to 
wait on by the bridge. There are big tidal 
sets to port and stbd on passage due to 
tide, so careful navigation is needed. But 
we had all afternoon till then: time to do 
some sightseeing.

It had been our intention to go west, to the 
twin town of Auray: St Goustan. Another 
beautiful medieval town with an old Breton 
church. There is a drying mooring up by 
the old bridge, on the East side of the 
channel, but we'd have needed another 
day for this. 

Half an hour into the Golfe are the 
pontoons at Port Blanc en Baden, the NW 
tip of L'ile Aux Moines, a distance 5 miles, 

following the channel. We went out to the 
visitor's pontoon, where we found, on the 
pontoon closer to the beach, only 3 ft of 
water.  Later, we were taken ashore by 
Jules, the HM, in his Rigid Zodiac. The 
pontoons were with power and water, no 
charge again due to our “Passporte du 
Golfe”, from La Roche Bernard: a useful 
piece of plastic indeed. 

0297263057-  ile aux moines@sagemor.fr

http://www.francethisway.com/places/ile-
aux-moines.php

Though we did notice on the mainland 
side, at Port Blanc, there are also 
pontoons but no services. 

Voyaging is about new places to explore, 
so on this lovely island, we are hiking past 
the bars and cafes on the front, where the 
ferry from the mainland brings the day 
trippers, mostly crossing from Port Blanc, 
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past the cycle rental and souvenirs, we 
were in town pretty quickly, where we 
found small lanes & tracks, Wisteria clad 
houses from the 17th century, and a few 
pavement cafes in Le Bourg. The houses 
were like miniature chateaus, with turrets 
and towers, but the town square was a bit 
bleak, and the café's in town were without 
a feeling of history. All the life & energy is 
on the seafront where the tourists land 
and spend. 

The Chapel on the hill is lined with 
paintings of shipwreck and loss. Trina lit a 
candle, as she always does. Then a walk 
down the hill to Port Miguel but a port in 
name only. Just a beach and some laid 
moorings, and the main church of the 
island, lovely. We went back to the boat 
after a stop by the quay for ice-creams.

The Neolithic sites are here too, at 
Cromlech de Keronan and the Dolmen at 
Penap, at the south end of the island. 

It was time. A ride with Jules in the Zodiac 
back to our boat. Lines off and slowly the 
tide sweeps us to the north east past the 
isles and inlets to the Vannes channel and 
past the Chantier Naval Le Pennec 0297 
473209.

Of course, had we known, we would have 
anchored off the island of Gravinis, one of 
the first islands to port on the way into the 
Golfe. There is a 4000 year old Barrow 
open to the public. It is a Dolmen under a 
Cairn. The corridor and chamber are 
decorated with magnificent carvings – so 
they say – but we didn't know it was there. 
Another time, but it is frustrating that no 
pilot book seems to cover anything useful 
for the sailor who also wants to go 

sightseeing. We should have checked the 
Eyewitness Brittany guidebook. 

Following the channel, up to the Kerino 
Bridge, with the high tech carbon yards to 
port, with a massive cat on the stocks 
outside, we are on time but the bridge is 
not. So goofing for 20 mins, the bridge 
opens, the sill drops, out come the yachts 
for sea and in we go to moor at the 
visitor's moorings opposite the 
Capitainerie in the evening. 

http://en.mairie-
vannes.fr/discovering_vannes/sea_and_n
ature/the_harbour/the_marina/1356/index.
html

Next day, we go to Le Café du Kiosk, next 
to the boat, on the quay, for coffee and 
croissants for breakfast. The Kiosk is 
misleading, Anne the waitress was alone 
with 50 or so customers and seating for 
another 200 more across the Boulevard by 
the dock, the Quai Eric Tabarly. She was 
cool and efficient with her long blonde hair 
in a plat to her waist. The customers were 
patient, the delays, long, but it was a lovely 
morning and the blue blue sky of another 
hot day to come. Now the pontoon running 
across the dock was in place, so we took a 
short walk across this floating bridge to 
the capitainerie to pay our dues, get 
shower codes and find the tourist road 
train – the tourist bus – to tour the city. All 
is lovely. Stunning. When the tour is over 
we make our way to Villa Romana in the 
city walls, Terrase sur le Ramparts, 16 
Rue des Vierges, 0297478863 overlooking 
the park and flower beds that are now 
lining the old city moat. Pizza Margarita 
and salad, a good Muscadet and 

goodness, the whole thing too beautiful to 
be real. 

So slowly home to the boat via the shops, 
the medieval centre and backstreets. It is

now evening and 1830 is the first bridge 
opening of the evening high water. 

So out now and we wave bye-bye to 
Gonzague the HM, as he closes the 
bridge behind, the tide still flooding 
against us but not too fast. We run the iron 
topsail again past the inlets and islands to 
finally moor on the visitor's pontoons, at Ile 
Aux Moines for a stunning sunset and long 
twilight. Evening time. It is so lovely to be 
here in the islands of the Golfe du 
Morbihan with the scent of wild Mimosas & 
Camellias on the light breeze. It is like 
being in a painting from the impressionists. 
But the bustling quayside on the island is 
dark. All the bars and cafes are closed and 
it looks like on the Ile de Moines, when the 
day trippers go, the island is closed. 
Nobody is left. 

Days are passing and next morning we 
are up at 9 and down river by 10 on the 
last of the ebb, flowing to the sea on a 
magic carpet of flowing water and not as 
rough as you would think. Perhaps 6 knots 
with us, hard to say, but light winds and a 
5 mile backtrack west to Trinite Sur Mer. 

Said to be the Hamble of South Brittany, 
amongst the moored yachts was a 12 
meter and some huge Trimarans. We 
moored in the marina and hiked out to see 
the place. We also, tried to figure out the 
logistics of visiting the famous Carnac 
Stones, which are nearby, but there was 
no way we could figure out how to do this.  

Also, there was a nagging doubt as to if 
we should stay. A stop at the Salon de 
The, Maison Chevillard, to discuss what 
to do and check the latest forecast. It's 
not good. Better to be on our way. 

So now eastbound with all sail set 
including the big asymmetric, a day for 
make and mend, as we used to say. I 
got the boat cover out and started the 
laborious job of hand sewing with a 
palm, the seams where the glue was 
failing, meters and meters of seams, the 
8 hour passage under autopilot being 
just enough to finish.  It was a truly 
lovely 40 mile beam reach in the 8 knot 
southerly. Just as well, as the engine 
stopped, no fuel, due to too much 
motoring.  So we were on the reserve 
tank to get up the river in the failing 
breeze. At 2000, we were locking into 
the river on the last lock-in of the day. 
We moored at La Roche Bernard at 
dusk and we were home again. 

Carl and Trina Buck                   
Macavity

North Brittany to South Brittany
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