
MOCRA AGM 2017 Officers 
Reports 

 

 

Commodore’s Report 
 
Reflecting on 2017 it feels to have been a relatively quiet year although I do appreciate that this is 

perhaps just a personal perspective having missed most of June and July through illness and pretty 

poor weather in August and September. Others I’m sure have had an excellent year! 

A year ago, I wrote in this column that the Committee’s objective for 2017 was to rebuild and 

reconnect the class. This was never going to be an easy or quick task and indeed it’s an objective we 

will continue throughout 2018 and no doubt beyond. On a positive note, there seems to be growing 

activity on the East Coast, a strong and established Firebird fleet in Falmouth, an active multihull 

scene in Plymouth and some local multihull activity in Poole and some active members in Scotland. 

The one area that has seen a particular decline in MOCRA multihull activity below critical mass to 

support regular racing is in the Solent. Matthew West and Nigel Talbot are on the case and have 

been in touch with the Solent based MOCRA members trying to coordinate and focus on fewer, but 

hopefully better attended events. In this regard, they have already arranged an occasional series of 

Solent based MOCRA races between May and October 2018 to be hosted by the Royal Victoria YC. 

(Ed. See the MOCRA Google Calendar for dates). 

The usual classic events of the 2017 Round the Island Race and Bembridge Regatta have again been 

reasonably well supported but numbers were disappointingly down on prior years. This year 

Bembridge followed immediately after the RTI and in an effort to boost numbers The Committee 

agreed to offer those without a formal MOCRA rating a provisional “one-off” rating for Bembridge to 

encourage members who don’t usually race to come and have a go. This didn’t have the hoped for 

impact on numbers this year but this is something we may try again in 2018. 

Continuing along the theme of rebuilding and reconnecting the membership you will have received 

an electronic questionnaire sent on behalf of the Committee to try and find out what our members 

are looking for from their Association, the sort of sailing they enjoy and what type of event would 

work for them. If you haven’t done so already, please do complete and return the questionnaire. 

Meanwhile a handful of hardy and experienced offshore members have kept the multihull flag flying 

in the Fastnet Race. Congratulations to Team Concise for being the overall multihull winner in both 

the 2017 Fastnet Race and the Round the Island Race and to Hissy Fit for winning the Fastnet 

Multihull under 50ft category and the MOCRA 2017 Nationals. 



At last year’s Annual prize giving dinner, we enjoyed hearing from double Olympic gold medallist and 

World Sailor of the year, Sarah Ayton OBE. At this year’s AGM and dinner, I’m delighted to confirm 

that we will hear from another recipient of the World Sailor of the Year award and fastest Sailor on 

the planet - Paul Larsen. Paul will be updating us on his latest speedy exploits including his time on 

the MOD 70, Team Concise. Again, in an effort to ring the changes and to encourage greater 

participation we have moved the AGM and dinner to the South West to be hosted by the Royal 

Western YC after many years at the Royal Southampton YC.  

Looking forward to 2018 your Committee will continue its efforts to rebuild the MOCRA community 

and to hopefully encourage the various pockets of Multihull sailors to reconnect and to enjoy some 

well attended regattas and cruises. A great start to this ambition is confirmation that the 2018 

MOCRA Nationals will be held at the Poole Regatta over the late May bank holiday (26th-28th May). 

Poole Bay is a favourite venue for the race fleet and great cruising waters for the non-racers and so I 

urge everyone (who isn’t doing the Round Britain & Ireland Race!) to come along and reacquaint 

with your fellow MOCRA members. 

Fair winds and sunny sailing 

Phil Cotton 
Commodore 

Treasurer’s Report 
At our previous AGM, the MOCRA membership voted to change the Financial Year end from 31 

August to 31 December in order to align our accounts with the calendar year, as well as removing 

‘accounting issues’ associated with our year-end occurring within (albeit towards the end of) the 

‘sailing season’. The end of the current financial year is therefore 31 December 2017. 

As a result, our accounts for the current year will not be presented to the MOCRA Membership at 

this AGM, but will be in 2018. Those accounts will be for a 16-month period (i.e. 31 August 2016 to 

31 December 2017), reverting back to 12 months thereafter. 

Over the financial year so far, there have been no major changes in anticipated revenues or 

expenditure. Our net financial position is therefore similar (indeed a little better) to last year. As at 

31 August 2017 (our old financial year end) total cash in the bank was £11,760, compared with 

£11,127 over the previous twelve-month period. 

Tim Wilson 
Treasurer 

Membership Secretary’s Report  
The membership numbers for 2017 were similar to the last two years. The MOCRA rating draws in a 

number of foreign members for both RORC races and for the Adriatic. This suggests that regardless 

of the numbers of UK boats racing that the rating rule remains a very important part of the 

membership criteria. 

The current membership stands at: 



2017 - 2 life 176 fully paid up – 18 had paid less than they should 

The levels are more or less constant 

2016 - 2 life – 172 fully paid up – 19 had paid less than they should 

2015 – 2 life – 173 fully paid up – 19 had paid less than should 

All members who have not paid full subscription have been contacted. As per the Executive 

Committee’s decision unless these are brought up to date then those concerned will be excluded 

from benefits such as calendars.  

I would like to take the opportunity to remind members that the buyer of any multihull owned by a 

MOCRA member is entitled to a free membership for 12 months for MOCRA.  

Bruce Sutherland 
Honorary Membership Secretary MOCRA 

Cruising Secretary’s Report 
As stated in last year’s report, we have been trialling an alternative method for announcing 

and organising Cruising events in 2017 using several types of Social Media as the platform. 

This has resulted in some mixed results and some useful feedback has been received. 

Cruising events held this year were not announced prior to season start but were instead 

promoted using the website and twitter to those who might be interested and events 

arranged around weather, moorings/venue availability and crew availability. Several events 

were promoted but the two most successful were the rally to Bembridge in combination 

with the MOCRA nationals (7 boats attending +racing fleet) and Beaulieu rally (5 boats 

attending).  Both events were enjoyed by those cruisers attending and particularly the 

Bembridge event saw a significant improvement in attendance as compared with the same 

event in 2016.  

For 2018 the consensus seems to be that a combination of planning dates for monthly rallies 

from the start of the year and then late adjustment to venue and timing via social media to 

take account of the weather seems to be the best combination and so that’s what we will 

do. This will allow the right dates to be reserved for the events and yet still allow the 

maximum amount of last minute adjustment, where necessary. The south coast rally dates 

for 2018 will therefore be published on the MOCRA website and Facebook page in January. 

The other aspect of multihull cruising under consideration again has been the prospect of 

generating more interest in other regions than UK South. Multihull fleets exist in other 

regions and so for 2018 the focus will also be on improving representation and access to 

cruising events in the East coast and the South West too. To this end, if you are interested in  

helping with coordination and sail in either of those areas then please let me or another 

member of the MOCRA committee know and we can get things moving together! 



Mark Jarvis 

Cruising Secretary 

Racing Secretary’s Report 
As 2017 draws to a close, it’s been a busy year on the race courses across the world, with the 

MOCRA rating rule being used in more locations than ever means that there is really no off season. 

As you are reading this the Caribbean circuit will be starting to take shape following the journey 

across the Atlantic, this probably remains near the top of the Bucket list for many sailors, for those 

lucky enough to be going they are busy with logistics, of arranging crew for the different regattas 

and prepping their multihulls. Our President Michael Butterflied on board “Dazzla” is competing 

once again in the RORC Caribbean 600.   2017 saw 7 MOCRA multihulls competing, in what is a 

growing fleet. Gérald Bibot “Zed 6” and Nigel Passmores “Apollo” are also heading to what we all 

hope are the rebuilt Windward islands that got devastated by hurricane Irma only a few months ago. 

The domestic racing season as usual kicked off on April in the West Country with the Saltash SC 

spring series with 5 entries. Saturday afternoons, a Cornish pasty for lunch, two hours racing to blow 

the cobwebs away followed by a couple of pints and live music back at the club, what better way to 

start the season off. 

Three West Country boats, Suenos, Bare Necessities and Hissy Fit  went to France again to take part 

in the Armen race which starts and finishes in La Trinite Sur Mer, meeting and mixing with our Multi 

2000 cousins, Carlie Capelle with Acapella, Christian Guyader and his TS42 which  would be 

competing  in the Fastnet race later in the year. 

2017 was a Fastnet year, so qualification was key for those taking part in this most Classic of races. 

The entries were sold out within 4 minutes & 24 seconds, so if you are considering the race in 2019, 

you will need to be on your toes. Nine entries from five different countries, does cement this as a 

top event. This year proved to be one of the best with a 15-22 kts beat out of the Solent with the 

Multihulls just making the tidal gate at Portland Bill. The good conditions continued with us only 

slowing to 2kts for 15 minutes off the Long Ships. Once at the Rock it was a full-on ride back to the 

finish in Plymouth with a reef in and spinnaker up regularly hitting the low 20’s, hour after hour, with 

the brightest full moon, it was so bright that as we bore away and the moon came from behind the 

spinnaker you almost needed sun glasses!  Certainly, the highlight of the year on Hissy Fit.  

The East Coast has seen a resurgence of new boats in 2017: 

• David Vinton’s new Farrier 32AX “Grey Goose” built on the Isle of Wight  

• Simon Barnes Dragonfly 28 “Persuasion”  

• Paul Brant - 'Freshly Squeezed', TR36, is another new boat due to be racing in 2018 

• Andrew Fennell’s 40’ Shuttleworth Trimaran has arrived from the Philippines, and is now 

being assembled in the back waters of Essex – 2018 should she her taking to the water.  

This will help strengthen the East coast fleet that look to be consolidating a solid core of racers. 

Burnham week saw six multihulls competing. 



The Scottish Islands Peaks race had four multihull entries with Ian Baird taking over the helm from 

dad Gordon to uphold the family tradition of being dominant aboard “Obedient” and winning once 

again, Congratulations Ian, I remember you as a wee lad when I was building your dad a 30’ Dazcat 

for the Peaks races back in 1996, gosh I am getting older! 

Round the Island Race and Bembridge Regatta were brought together to create the MOCRA 

Nationals in 2017, in the hope to attract a broader range of boats. A strong West Country fleet took 

advantage of the racing calendar to firstly race to Trebeurden, then cruise over the next week to the 

Solent for the Round the Island Race (RIR). The RIR event had 30 multihull entries with 10 moving 

along the coast to continue at the Bembridge Regatta. There were sadly only 3 Diam’s following the 

ISC decision not to allow them to race in the RIR. Mark Jarvis and some of his cruising MOCRA boats 

came along for the social aspect of what is a wonderful location with great hospitality laid on chiefly 

by race officer Mike Samuelson. 

Nigel Talbot and Matthew West have arranged a new series of races in the Solent for 2018. The 

Royal Victoria YC are offering MOCRA starts on 13/5, 17/6, 15/7, 2/9 and 7/10. This with the regular 

Round the Island race and Bembridge regatta 14-16th September gives the Solent the racing 

calendar it has been missing the last few years, along with new boats Johnathan Hill’s Dragonfly 25 

“Can Lah” James Holder’s Dazcat 1295 “Slinky Malinki”, 2018 promises to kick start the Solent scene. 

MOCRA Nationals for 2018 return to the International Paints Poole Regatta at the end of May, 

following a very successful event in 2016. We are again sharing a race course with the Diams, this is 

a partnership which appears to be working for both groups and helps organisers with increased 

numbers of boats. There are now 7 Daims based at Hamble point marina, our Commodore Phil 

Cotton is ready to talk with anyone considering these fun and exciting day boats. 

RWYC’s two handed Round Britain & Island is the main offshore event for 2018, with 7 multihulls so 

far committed. If you’re under 50’ then there is still time to get ready for a trip round the Isles, with 

Muckle Flugga the most northly point before heading south. 

The Racing Committee is reviewing the current formula for the MOCRA rating rule: 

• The way length is measured, so the real length of the waterline whilst sailing gets taken 

account for. 

• The length factor, within the formula, is under consideration to bring it in line with other 

rating rules, moving it from 0.2814 to 0.3 

• Prop Factor;  

• Canting Rigs; currently these are not considered within the rule, however they 

unquestionably speed enhancing. 

The Race Committee Members are: 

• Simon Baker (Chairman) 

• Simon Forbes (Rating Secretary) 

• Phil Cotton (Diam 24 / Seacart 30) 

• Tim Wilson (Dragonfly 35 

• Al Wood (Dragonfly’s) 



• Matt Baker (Grainger Trimaran 26’) 

• Will Lee (Farrier 31) 

• Rupert Kid (Dazcat 1195) 

• Nigel Talbot (Corsair 24’) 

It’s not all been racing on Hissy Fit this year, we did manage a family cruise and explored the river 

Avon and the beautiful sandy bottom to dry out on. 

Dates and info on next year’s events can be found on the MOCRA Facebook page and MOCRA 

Calendar at  http://www.mocra-sailing.org.uk/ 

Bring on 2018, let’s make it a bumper year. 

Simon Baker  
MOCRA Racing Secretary 
GBR788M Hissy Fit 

MOCRA Rating Secretary’s Report 
79 MOCRA Ratings were issued for 2017, including 4 complimentary ratings for the Bridgedeck 

Cruiser Class in the ISC Round the Isle of Wight Race. The certificates were emailed to the boat 

owners and have been published on the website. 

There were no amendments to the Rating Rule for 2017.  The format of rating certificates was 

revised to include a sail plan representation. 

Three boats ‘Adonnante’, ‘Grey Goose’ and ‘Persuasion’ were weighed during the year using the 

MOCRA Loadcell. 

Simon Forbes, 
MOCRA Rating Secretary 

http://www.mocra-sailing.org.uk/

